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Reflections
by Linda Fox

My First Cashmere Socks

One of my first goals after I learned to spin was to 
make myself a pair of cashmere socks. I’m a new 
spinner, but an old knitter. I’ve knit most everything 
one can knit over the years, including hats, scarves, 
gloves, sweaters and afghans. I even knit a swimsuit 
once. (Don’t ask!)  But, I’ve never knitted a sock. I 
watched my mother turn out socks, doing magical 
things to them so they neatly encased the foot she 
had in mind when they were completed. She talked 
confidently of turning the heal and grafting the toe 
and about ribbing and reinforcements.

Besides wanting to participate in the magic of it all, 
I also have extremely cold feet. So, two years ago, 
I hand-dehaired some of Annie’s dark gray-brown, 
combed fleece and spun a batch of fine singles for 
my socks. I plyed it with handspun dark green, dyed 
Tussah silk. It was gorgeous. I found a basic sock 
pattern, wisely avoiding any fancy stuff on my first 
attempt. On smallish double-pointed needles, I boldly 
knit the ribbing and traveled down toward the heel. 
Then it got ugly. The pattern no longer made sense. I 
couldn’t figure out what it was doing and kept knitting 
and ripping out until my yarn was all fuzzy. 

I yelled for help. I enlisted the help of my sister to 
help me with the dreaded heel. With her assistance, 
we began turning the heel. We decided this task was 
one of those things that you can’t follow logically; you 
just have to blindly, trustingly follow the pattern and 
all will become clear at the end. (I have trouble with 
this.) We seemed to have mastered the task and more 
important matters drew our interest, so half way done, 
we put the sock aside.

Two months later I went back to my heel, which, of 
course, no longer made any sense and I had no idea 
where I’d even left off on the pattern. I set the work 
aside and went back to my scarves.

A few months ago, I took a sock class at a spinning 
store. At the first class we learned to do the ribbing. 
No problem. I knit ribbing for four socks while the rest 
of the class struggled through their one sock. During 
the second class, we turned the heel. I learned the 
tricks and proudly turned four heels to reinforce the 
skills. The next class was to learn grafting the toe, but 
I skipped that one. I decided that any moron could do 
a toe. Well...I did the toes, but they don’t look quite 
right...but who looks at toes anyway?

So, I now have a beautiful pair of cashmere and silk 
socks which keep my blue-toned feet a rosy pink. I 
know they will probably not wear well as I didn’t add 
anything for reinforcement in the heel and toe, but I 
will only wear them for very special occasions.

We had very cold weather for a week just before Christ-
mas—for almost a week, it didn’t get above 100. In our 
part of the country, we are not properly prepared for 
cold weather as it doesn’t happen often. We have no 
heaters in our water tubs or  heating tapes wrapped 
around pipes. When it freezes for a day or two, we 
just break ice, haul water, complain a bit, and make 
do while we wait for the weather to return to normal.

On the second frozen day, for making the lengthy 
water-replenishment rounds for the herd, I decided 
I needed cashmere to make it through the trip. I 
wrapped my neck in my cashmere scarf and pulled 
on my cashmere socks. The socks were so warm that 
only these thin little socks and my tennis shoes kept 
my feet quite toasty.

I ended up wearing the socks for barn chores for the 
rest of the week. They are stretched and dirty and full 
of hay pieces, but they seem to feel at home in the 
barn. I’m sure that, at this rate, the socks will not 
last long. The heels seem to be getting thin already, 
but on the last trip to the barn I noticed that Annie 
is shedding a bit early.

For my next pair of Annie socks, I think I will add 
a lacy pattern, a bit of reinforcement in the toe and 
heel, get my sister to help me properly graft the toe 
and maybe not wear them out to the barn.
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When Readers Talk...

To the Editor of CashMirror Magazine,

Dear Linda,

I would like to report a very grave error 
that was made in your magazine’s last is-
sue by a member of your staff. I believe 
his name was Paul Johnson.

He reported that Thelma Johnson was very 
impressed with a new book he has just re-
leased! This is completely wrong!!

I would like to clarify at this time, that 
I never made such a statement! In fact I 
have never read or even seen this book!

Please correct this misinformation in your 
next issue!!!!!

Sincerely,

Thelma Johnson (Paul’s Mother)
Wood River, Nebraska
December 19, 1998

Dear Mrs. Johnson,

Consider the erroneous quote retracted. 
I have had problems with this particular 
staff member before and will watch him 
more closely. Thank you for letting us 
know.

Linda Fox
Editor

Paul,

Sorry to hear that you were deposed as 
Chairman (for life) of the Mild Goat Men. 
I don’t remember much about the vote and/
or discussion, but I do remember it was 
unanimous (after we got the stripper to 
quit voting).

Den Rehberg
Billings, Montana
October 17, 1998

Heh! Everybody’s got political problems 
these days! Just wondering--did the il-
lustrious group elect a new leader after 
deposing the old, or are they just running 
around leaderless? And does this matter? 
Just wondering...Ed.

Dear CashMirror

We got our first issue of CashMirror and 
were delighted with the article by Angus 
Russel on the Feasibility of Cashmere Pro-
duction. It was an excellent article. YOU 
DID GOOD!

...Jim and I will be married soon and then 
all the different addresses won’t be so 
confusing.

This undertaking has proven to be one of 
the most enjoyable parts of our lives. Be-
cause we have brought the Cashmeres into 
an area where no one had even heard of 
such a critter, we have gotten a lot of 
mixed reactions. Everything from “GOATS, 
THEY ARE NOTHING BUT TROUBLE!” to “OH HOW 
CUTE, WHAT ARE THEY?” But the more we are 
around our little darlings the more we 
have grown to love them and the more they 
have proven to be exactly what we hoped 
they would be. I’m trying to figure out a 
way to involve them in our wedding. (Maybe 
I could let them eat the bouquet!)...

Kathy Sumter and Jim Haman
J & K Cashmeres
Park City, Montana
December 1, 1998
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Edens’ Weed Control Project Update
Helena, Montana

Story and Photographs by Dan Edens

Contrasts: Left side of fence has been grazed by goats, right 
side is the pasture we were hired to graze.

This is the tour under progress—I took a walking tour with this 
group and explained the basics of cashmere goats and what the 
results of grazing goats on spurge look like first hand.

A shot of the billy-bucks grazing an environmentally sensitive 
area, a riparian zone—note the solid leafy spurge and Bayguard 
electric fencing.

Dan and Sheryl Edens of Helena, Montana received funding for 
a project designed to demonstrate, document and evaluate 
the control of leafy spurge by grazing cashmere goats in envi‑
ronmentally sensitive areas. The introduction of their project 
was presented in the May 1997 CashMirror with a report of the 
results obtained after two grazing seasons presented in the 
December 1997 CashMirror. The following is Dan and Sheryl’s 
update for the current status of the project.

Our leafy spurge project continued to grow and prosper the 
past year. We decided to focus our efforts on public education 
last year, as I was satisfied with the baseline data we gathered 
the first year.  Through our grant sponsor, the Lewis & Clark 
County Weed  District, a tour of our project was organized and 
held the first week in July 1998. The local Conservation District 
also took an interest and became a co-sponsor. Several dozen 
people were invited and attended.   The attendees included a 
good cross-section of government and private land managers 
from the area. 

All were very surprised at the effectiveness of the use of goats in 
controlling leafy spurge. In fact, some commented that how did 
they know I didn’t spray these areas. It was great! I offered any 
soil or vegetative samples for analysis if they wanted to check 
for themselves. Also, equally impressive to the group was how 
easy the goats (and I’m talking the bucks) we are using in this 
project were to manage. After training to electric fencing we 
use Bayguard electric tape to manage the grazing. 

While at the project site, I showed the group how goats will 
eat leafy spurge right out of our hands when offered. Some 
commented on how much grass was left and how well the area 
benefited and looked by co-grazing goats. One individual felt 
that this was easily the most significant weed control project 
in the county—very nice to hear and  we do agree!

An offshoot of  the tour, was that I was  invited to speak at the 
Governor’s Range Tour in September 1998. This tour is a three 
day event featuring some of  finest cattle ranches in Montana, 
or anywhere for that matter. I was honored, and agreed to go 
of course. It was an excellent opportunity to get cashmere 
goats and weed control  in front of some very open-minded 
and innovative land managers. I gave my presentation during 
the lunch break while the tour was at the Ox-Bow Ranch, truly 
a spectacular setting. It was the kind of  exposure that money 
can’t buy. Afterwards I was introduced to many well-known 
ranchers in the area and felt well received.
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Weed Control Update
Continued from previous page

Another shot on the creek—note how goats ignore tall grass 
and focus on the spurge. We were pleasantly surprised at how 
well this fence has worked, going on 3 years now.

Here is a bit more detail on leafy spurge for the uninformed:

Of the 10 or so noxious weeds in Montana, leafy spurge is 
considered to be the most serious even though it infests only 
450,000 acres compared to the 6 million acres infested by 
knapweed. The reason for this is because leafy spurge has a 30 
ft. tap root that makes it nearly impossible to kill. Other char‑
acteristics include exploding seed pods that send the seeds 
out approximately 15 ft.  and a white sticky sap that is toxic 
to cattle or horses. All this combined with the plant’s ability to 
excrete herbicides from the root system make for one tough-
to-control plant.  

The Montana Department of Agriculture estimates each year 
agricultural producers in Montana and surrounding states 
spend approximately 37 million dollars on herbicides in try‑
ing to control leafy spurge while losing twice that amount in 
production capacity. This is a very serious problem that costs 
everyone involved.  Some compare it to a slow moving fire, only 
nothing grows back behind a leafy spurge invasion.

A serious spray program will set a spurge infestation back—at 
a cost of around 30 dollars per acre, per year. An effective plan 
involves five years of spraying. Each year the per acre cost di‑
minishes, with the total bill being in the area of 75-100 dollars 
per acre after five years. This is for control, not eradication, which 
has found to be nearly impossible. The herbicides do some 
unintended damage to desirable grasses and this is hard to put 
a figure on, but it is quite noticeable. In the sensitive riparian 
areas where leafy spurge flourishes and spreads fast, the most 
effective herbicides are restricted from use, making spraying 
out of the question—at least without substantial legal risks.  

A spread sheet analysis shows goats will provide a very posi‑
tive cash flow while providing equal or better control than 
herbicides.

Our goats thrive on spurge. Nutritionally speaking,  it is the 
equivalent of alfalfa without a bloat risk. Last year we delayed 
breeding by 60 days in order to graze the pregnant does on 
newly emerged spurge. The first noticeable effect of this was 
a birth weight increase of 32% with a average of 8 lbs. per kid. 
Only two maiden does needed minor assistance, the rest man‑
aged fine. The other effect noticed was very dense coats—we’ll 
have an objective view of this come shearing time. It was an 
interesting experiment but we won’t utilize the practice due to 
timing conflicts with other operations on the farm.

About Leafy Spurge
By Dan Edens

This part of the tour was written up in other Ag  publications  
so, all in all, we are very happy with the past year’s efforts.

 Our neighbors have been watching our goats eating the leafy 
spurge for a while now and with one particular  man I’ve been  
dodging his question “What’s it going to take to get your goats 
on my place?” for a year or so. Well, this year I wrote down  an 
amount and handed it to him. He told his wife to write me a 
check immediately before I changed my mind. I would
never have guessed that anyone would pay me to graze my 
stock on their place! 
 
We cut half of the pasture for hay and grazed the goats on the 
rest. We had to use some cows and horses to clean up the grass 
the goats left behind. This fall he mentioned another 40 acres 
that he would like to get cleaned up.

Yes, I do believe the future of Cashmere Goats  is assured as 
long as there are weeds to be controlled.
The only shortcomings we presently see is the lack of available 
goats for use. We project this will become a very competitive 
business in the near future. In the last few months, advertise‑
ments looking for goats to buy are getting common, a first in 
this area.
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In a typical meat goat operation, 10% of 
the kids born live die before weaning. A 
death loss of 5% in the breeding herd is 
considered normal.

For a 25-nanny goat farm, producing 1.8 
kids per female per year, these percent‑
ages translate into the following annual 
mortality estimates: five pre-weaning 
goats and one nanny goat. Using average 
weights of 30 pounds for a pre-weaning 
goat and 125 pounds for a nanny goat, 
the amount of mortality produced by 
the typical 25-nanny goat operation 
is approximately 275 pounds per year.  
Still-born kids, mummified fetuses and 
afterbirth add to this estimate.

In order to protect the health of herds and 
farm personnel, avoid air, soil and water 
contamination, and avoid problems with 
both agricultural and non-agricultural 
neighbors, biologically and environ‑
mentally safe methods of dead animal 
disposal must be employed on meat goat 
operations.

A sound herd health program dictates 
that goats dying from unknown causes 
be transported to a Department of 
Agriculture Diagnostic Laboratory for 
autopsy. This in turn places the burden 
of carcass disposal on the state. Produc‑
ers are charged a fee, however, for an 
autopsy and subsequent carcass disposal 
by incineration. It is obvious that some 
dead goats must be disposed of by the 
farmer. Current options for disposal of 
carcasses include burial, incineration, and 
composting.

Disposal by burial
Burial is the most common and perhaps 
least expensive method of dead animal 
disposal.  A pit is dug, into which carcass‑
es are placed. Deep burial (i.e. 4-8 feet) is 
generally recommended. The practice of 
covering dead animals with lime retards 
decomposition and is not recommended. 
Dead goats should never be buried in 
areas where leaching can occur.

Problems with burial as a method of 
dead animal disposal include odor from 
and the accessibility of scavengers to 
“dead pits” that are not properly covered. 
There is also the possibility of significant 
ground and surface water contamination, 
for which producers may be held liable. 
Finally, goats do not die only when the 
ground is soft. Burying dead goats in 
frozen earth may be difficult.

Disposal by incineration
Incinerators completely eliminate car‑
casses and destroy pathogens. The capac‑
ity of many incinerators is limited, so this 
method of disposal works best for goats 
weighing less than 50 pounds.

In general, incinerators are expensive 
to buy and to operate. For example, 
purchase price of an incinerator with 
600-pound capacity has been estimated 
at $2,500 and annual operating costs (i.e. 
fuel, maintenance, etc.) may approach 
$1,000. Certain types of incinerators may 
generate air pollution and objectionable 
odors.

Disposal by composting
The action of thermophilic, aerobic bac‑
teria converts nitrogen rich (e.g. dead 
animals) and carboniferous (e.g. straw, 
sawdust, etc.) materials into humic acids, 
bacterial biomass and organic residue 
(compost). During the composting pro‑
cess, heat, carbon dioxide and water are 
generated as by-products. The resulting 
product is free from harmful pathogens, 
is nutrient-rich and can be used as fertiliz‑
er. The poultry and swine industries have 
adopted composting as the method of 
choice for ridding farms of dead animals.

In a typical system, carcasses are placed 
in a bin containing sawdust, creating an 
ideal environment for the growth of the 
aforementioned bacteria. The optimal 
carbon to nitrogen ratio for bacteria 
is approximately 30:1. Bacterial action 

rapidly heats compost piles to tempera‑
tures as high as 1600F and within several 
weeks carcasses are reduced, leaving only 
brittle bones which are easily crumbled. 
“Turning” the compost pile by moving it 
to a new bin (i.e. secondary bin) after two 
weeks helps maintain high temperatures 
and promote even further decomposi‑
tion.

Composting system for a 25-nanny goat 
operation
A bin was situated over a concrete floor 
and was constructed of pressure-treated 
lumber. The three sided bin was 3 feet 
tall, 5 feet wide and 5 feet deep. Four, 4 
x 4 posts and several 1 x 6 boards were 
used.  (When sizing composters, it is typi‑
cal to provide 100 ft3 of sawdust per 100 
pounds of carcasses to be composted). 
The unit was covered with an inexpen‑
sive tarp. Total cost (excluding labor) for 
construction of this composter was less 
than $200.

Sawdust is layered on the floor to a 
depth of 12-15 inches. A goat is placed 
on its back in the layer of sawdust. The 
thoracic and abdominal cavities are 
opened with a knife and deep incisions 
are made in the muscles. Intestines are 
cut and organs dissected. The animal is 
then covered with a 12-15 inch layer of 
sawdust. A second goat can be placed 
and dissected as previously described. 
A final layer of sawdust is added and a 
minimum covering depth of 12-15 inches 
is ensured. Baby goats and afterbirth can 
be added to the composter by forming 
a V-shaped trough in the sawdust. The 
mortality or afterbirth is then covered 
with 12-15 inches of sawdust.

Sawdust is dampened with water as 
needed. The ideal moisture content in a 
composting pile employing sawdust is 
50-60 percent. The moisture content of 
sawdust or a composting mixture can 
be judged somewhat by its appearance 
and feel. Sawdust that has a damp ap‑
pearance and feel is probably near the 
proper moisture content for compost‑
ing.  Very dry sawdust may require the 

Continued on next page

Disposing of Dead Goats
by Mark J. Estienne, Ph.D.

University of Maryland Eastern Shore
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addition of 1 to 1.5 gallons of water per 
cubic foot of sawdust to obtain proper 
moisture content.

Under this system, mature goats have 
been completely decomposed in several 
weeks. Baby goats and afterbirth are al‑
most completely decomposed within 24 
hours after placement.

Active (as opposed to newly started) 
compost piles continue to function 
through the winter regardless of ambient 
temperature. Cold or frozen carcasses 
placed in newly started compost piles 
during cold weather may not begin com‑
posting immediately, but will start as the 
ambient temperature rises.

All composting units should be situ‑
ated on well-drained soil and provide 
all-weather capability access roads and 
work areas.  If properly managed, com‑
posting units are aesthetically “invisible” 
and there is little or no risk of air, soil or 
water contamination.

References:
“Composting Dead Birds” by D.W. Murphy 
and L.E. Carr, Univ. of Maryland Coopera‑
tive Extension Service Fact Sheet No. 537.

“Disposing of dead swine” by D.W. Mur‑
phy, M.J. Estienne, C.N. Dobbins, Jr. and 
K.A. Foster, Pork Industry Handbook Fact 
Sheet No. 133.  Perdue University Coop‑

Dead Goats
Continued from previous page erative Extension.

Source: Presentation given at “Practical 
Goat Farming” seminar, February 1998, 
Salisbury, Maryland. 

Computer “Wisdom”

Experiences of Computer 
Technical Support Person-
nel, courtesy of University  
Of Texas, http://www.bus.
utexas.edu/~iexpress/humor.
html#tech

An exasperated caller to Dell 
Computer Tech Support couldn’t 
get her new Dell Computer to 
turn on. After ensuring the 
computer was plugged in, the 
technician asked her what hap-
pened when she pushed the 
power button. Her response, “I 
pushed and pushed on this foot 
pedal and nothing happens.” The 
“foot pedal” turned out to be the 
computer’s mouse.

A Dell technician received a 
call from a customer who was 
enraged because his computer 
had told him he was “bad and an 
invalid”. The tech explained that 
the computer’s “bad command” 
and “invalid” responses shouldn’t 
be taken personally.

AST technical support had 
a caller complaining that her 
mouse was hard to control with 
the dust cover on. The cover 
turned out to be the plastic bag 
the mouse was packaged in.

Compaq is considering changing 
the command “Press Any Key” to 
“Press Return Key” because of 
the flood of calls asking where 
the “Any” key is.

Coming Attractions (Next Issue‑February)

Farm Feature - Breezy Meadow Cashmere Farm
Doug and Roberta Maier
Bellingham, Washington

More Medicine Cabinet - Vitamins, Vaccines

A great article by Yvonne Zweede-Tucker on marketing and selling 
meat goats - her thoughts, her experiences

Behavioral principles of livestock (including goats) handling

The winners of the Guard Hair Contest!
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This feeder design evolved through a process 
of trial and error. It provides a safe and efficient 
feeder for animals of all ages.  Waste and contami‑
nation of fleeces are minimal with the vertical 4”  
welded mesh panels. Cleaning is easy: each of 
the steel panels can be slid out the end of a side 
frame after removing one wing nut and bolt. And 
the whole unit is relatively light. I should add that, 
in addition to these free-standing feeders which 
work as room dividers in open spaces within the 
barn, we have a single-face version (15” deep by 
12 ft., 1 ½” long) attached to an outside wall of 
the doe barn. It is under a “porch” overhang on 
the protected east side where less dominant does 
can eat without confronting the more assertive 
goats inside. The area under both feeders works 
as a refuge for kids. 

I apologize for my drawing, folks. This is kitchen table draft‑
ing, using crude tools and old eyes. Let me give some expla‑
nation of what you are looking at. First, for clarity, the welded 
panels are removed from the front side. You can imagine them 
in place seated on the 1x4 rail and each secured at the center 
stile with a bolt. Second, the plywood divider/slide is shown cut 
away at front right to illustrate construction: that’s right, there is 
no floor other than the 1x6 at each side and two 2x4 cross braces 
(one hidden by plywood on left side) to give some support and 
rigidity. It is those plywood divider pieces, with their perfect 
factory edges fastened to the ends of the floor boards, which 
hold the finished unit square without adding a lot of weight.  

I got lazy in drawing those stiles on the side frames which 
project below the bottom rail. In actuality they are two inches 
longer with their bottom ends cut rounded to prevent harm 
to goat faces. Why did I leave those stiles long? I wanted to be 
able to add on another board beneath the rail to discourage 
larger animals from crawling under. If one wishes to reserve the 
crawl space as a refuge for kids only, 1x 4 x 28” rails should be 
fastened to the legs on each end about five inches off the floor.  
That leaves a 7” high opening for the kids to dive through, and 
they will treasure this haven.

The height of the plywood divider differs on all my units 
according to what was lying around the barn. On my most 
recently constructed feeder I found I had a full length piece of 
½” plywood 32” wide, and I ripped it into two 16” strips. That 
is what I used for the drawing, as it worked best for showing 
the whole unit. But Marilyn points out that the feeder with 24” 
divider sheets provides a steeper incline and so prevents the 
hay from hanging up.  
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Note that in the drawing there is an open space of 6” be‑
tween the top of the welded panels and the top rail. Marilyn likes 
having the open space so she can reach in to rearrange the hay. 
I like the model where I’ve filled that space with scrap lumber 
to keep does from reaching over. It seems easy enough to pull 
the security bolt and slide out a panel if you need to reach in.  

Materials.  The four legs, the center cross brace, and the 
cross braces on which the floor strips and the divider rest are 
2x4’s;  pick straight ones to avoid troubles. The boards for the 
end panels are shown as 1x8’s but other widths are fine. All other 
lumber, except some 2x2 blocking, is either 1x4 or 1x6 planed, 
but use up what you have in the scrap pile wherever possible. I 
advise using galvanized sheet rock screws for all fastening; they 
allow more accurate assembly and easy disassembly, if need be.  
The 48” x 20” welded mesh panels are available from Premier, 
PO Box 89, Washington, Iowa 52353. Telephone 800-282-6631.

Construction.  It’s simple. Build the two 28” wide ends first, 
complete with the 2x4 floor support notched around the legs 
and the 2x2 divider supports in place. Then stand them up and 
join them together with the two 1x6 floor boards and then the 
two plywood divider pieces, squaring up the unit before final 
fastening. Cut notches in each floorboard for three inside frame 
stiles. Then add everything else.

Cutting List

Item	 Quantity	 Description
A	 4	 Legs – 2x4x50”
B	 10	 End boards – 1x8x28”
C	 4	 Divider supports – 2x2x vari‑
able (see text)
D 	 5	 Cross braces – 2x4x28”
E	 2	 Bottom rails – 1x4x8 ft, 1 ½”
F	 2	 Floor boards – 1x6x7 ft., 9 in.
G	 2	 Top rails – 1x6x8 ft, 1 ½”
H	 2	 Divider pieces – ½” x variable 
x 8 ft. DCX plywood

Construction Notes for the
Famous Wes Ackley Hay Feeder

By the famous Wes Ackley
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I 	 8	S tiles – 1x4 x 41 ½”
J	 4	S tiles – 1x4 x 36”
	 4	 10” plywood gussets for center brace
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New Test for Scrapie
Secretary Glickman Announces New Test to

Diagnose Scrapie in Live Sheep
By Kathryn Barry Stelljes

April 9, 1998

USDA scientists have discovered that sheep eyelids hold the key 
to an easy, relatively inexpensive test for diagnosing scrapie, a 
fatal brain disease in sheep, Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman 
announced recently.

“This test will allow producers and veterinarians, for the first 
time, to easily detect scrapie in sheep before the animals show 
signs of the disease,” said Glickman. “Until now, scrapie could 
only be confirmed by examining the brains of dead animals. 
Clearly, this is an important step toward controlling this disease.”

Scrapie is a fatal, degenerative disease affecting the central 
nervous system of sheep and goats. There is no cure or treat‑
ment for scrapie and scientists do not fully understand how it 
is transmitted. Sheep can harbor the disease for up to five years 
before they show signs such as trembling, incoordination or 
scraping against objects.

Under USDA regulations, producers with confirmed cases of 
scrapie in their flock often must destroy animals in an effort to 
eliminate the disease.

USDA estimates that the new eyelid test will be performed for 
about $25 per animal once it is commercially available. Current 
tests require biopsies of internal organs, which is more risky and 
can cost up to $500 per animal.

In developing the test, researchers at USDA’s Agricultural 
Research Service discovered that the third eyelid in sheep col‑
lects prions, a type of protein believed to cause scrapie. They 
also designed a new antibody to identify prions in a sample of 
eyelid tissue. USDA has applied for patents on both discoveries.

“This is another good example of the tremendous impact that 
long-term investments in research can have on some of the 
toughest problems facing American agriculture,” Glickman said.

ARS microbiologist Katherine I. O’Rourke led the Pullman, 
Washington-based team responsible for this important work. 
Others on the team include Donald P. Knowles, who leads 
the Pullman lab, Timothy V. Baszler and Steven M. Parish with 
Washington State University in Pullman, and Janice M. Miller at 
the ARS National Animal Disease Center in Ames, Iowa.

   CRR Cashmere Goats & Alpacas
        Goats, Alpacas and Fleece for Sale

		
    Tia and Peter Rosengarten

     Box 37, Weston, VT 05161
   Tel. (802) 824-8190	  	          Fax (802) 824-4072

Scrapie‑Washington Flock Destroyed

In Olympia, Washington, on November 18, 1998, State veteri‑
narians destroyed a flock of 300 sheep in Franklin County after 
a ewe in the flock tested positive for scrapie.

The sheep, which were mostly commercial-grade Suffolks, 
belonged to Duane Moffatt of Pasco, Washington. Before the 
discovery, Moffatt had sold 250 lambs from the flock, including 
about 50 4-H club lambs. The lambs were sold in 1997 and 1998. 
Moffatt did not keep records of where he purchased sheep or 
who he sold them to, so tracking of potentially-infected live‑
stock was impossible.

The case was discovered by the State when a veterinarian had 
been called out to observe one of Moffatt’s ewes. Since Scrapie 
is a reportable disease, the veterinarian was required to inform 
the State Veterinarian, Robert Mead. Mead contacted Moffatt 
and quarantined his flock while attempting to trace animals 
purchased and sold from the flock. Under Washington’s law 
regarding TSE’s (transmissible spongiform encephalopathy), 
only infected or high-risk animals in a flock must be destroyed. 
The remaining animals in the flock are required to be entered 
into USDA’s Voluntary Scrapie Flock Program, which requires 
regular screening of the remaining sheep. Because Moffatt had 
inadequate records to determine which animals were high-risk, 
destruction of his entire flock was required by the State.

Under Washington’s indemnity program, Moffatt received 75 
percent of the appraised value of his flock as compensation 
from the State. Moffatt will not be eligible for future indemnity 
payments unless he meets stringent conditions required by 
the State.

Per Mead, “At this stage, we can’t say scrapie is a major public 
health or animal health threat, because economically it doesn’t 
take many animals, but the perception that the sheep industry 
is living with a TSE is not tolerable anymore.”
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WASHINGTON, Oct. 8, 1998—The U.S. Department of Agricul‑
ture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service will conduct 
a test exercise this fiscal year of its Regional Emergency Animal 
Disease Eradication Organization (READEO) system.

“If an exotic disease such as hog cholera or highly pathogenic 
avian influenza were to breach U.S. borders, our READEO teams 
would be called into action,” said Craig A. Reed, administrator 
for APHIS, a part of USDA’s marketing and regulatory programs 
mission area. “Regular practice ensures
that the system is working and ready.” 

If a foreign animal disease became established in American 
livestock or poultry, the economic consequences to producers 
and consumers would be severe. For example, APHIS’ eradica‑
tion of a highly pathogenic avian influenza in the United States, 
following an outbreak in 1983-84, resulted in the destruction
of more than 17 million birds and cost taxpayers nearly $65 
million.

“In recent years we have seen animal diseases wreak havoc on 
other parts of the world:  bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
in Great Britain, foot-and-mouth disease in Taiwan, and hog 
cholera in the Netherlands and the Dominican Republic,” said 
Reed.  “Again and again, we are reminded of how important it
is to be prepared.”

READEO team members are highly trained and ready to fight 
exotic diseases and parasites anywhere in the United States.  
READEO personnel confirm the presence of exotic disease, 
inspect infected and exposed animals, and appraise the value 
of animals that may have to be destroyed.

 These employees conduct vaccination programs and epide‑
miologic studies and are trained to dispose of animal carcasses, 
clean and disinfect premises, set and enforce regulations 
against disease spread, and control disease carriers.

Responding to a disease outbreak requires cooperation among 
APHIS personnel, state animal health officials, industry, and 
the public. APHIS takes the lead in coordinating the efforts of 
these groups and ensures that the methods for eradicating 
an outbreak remain current as new technology and research 
become available.

A recent enhancement to READEO is a three-member Early Re‑
sponse Team. The ERT can be deployed anywhere in the United 
States within 24 hours to assess a disease situation that may 
lead to the activation of READEO. In the event of an activation, 
team members can quickly set up field operations to
lead an eradication effort.

“When we initiate the READEO exercise, we notify state animal 
health authorities, industry representatives, international trad‑
ing partners, and other federal agencies to assure them that 
it’s a practice test, and not a real disease outbreak,” said Reed.

 

USDA TO TEST
ANIMAL HEALTH EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Did You Know?
You can no longer get cows (and goats)

from Liechtenstein!

On December 24, 1998, the US Department of Agricul-
ture added Liechtenstein to the list of regions where bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) is known to exist. This 
action prohibits or restricts the importation into the United 
States of live ruminants and meat, meat products, and cer-
tain other edible products of ruminants that have been in 
Liechtenstein.

“This action is consistent with USDA’s efforts to pro-
tect our domestic cattle population,” said Craig A. Reed, 
administrator for APHIS, a part of USDA’s marketing and 
regulatory program’s mission area.

Liechtenstein’s Ministry of Agriculture reported and 
confirmed that BSE was diagnosed in two bovine animals 
born in Liechtenstein.

“Based on this information, we acted immediately to 
reduce the risk of introducing BSE into the United States,” 
said Reed.

I’ve never thought about Liechtenstein much. In fact, 
I had to look it up to find out something beyond it was in 
Europe someplace, was real small and it’s supposedly a 
“tax haven.” So my research was not conducted in vain: 
Liechtenstein, which has been an independent country since 
1719, is 62 square miles located in the mountains between 
Switzerland and Austria. It has low taxes and bank secrecy. 
Foreign workers make up between 1/3 and 1/4 of the 27,500 
population.

They speak German, are tied to Switzerland and women 
weren’t given the vote until 1986. And, they apparently have 
a few cows.
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Calendar of Events Association Contacts

American Meat Goat Association
W. E. Banker, President,  512-384-2829

Cashmere America Co-operative
Joe David Ross, Manager, 915-387-6052
fax: 915-387-2642
Wes Ackley (Maine) 207-336-2948
Marti Wall (Washington) 360-424-7935

Cashmere Producers of America (CaPrA)
Kris McGuire, President, 970-493-6015
email: krisvadale@aol.com
Membership info: Marilyn Burbank, PO Box 2067, 
Rogue River, OR 97537, email: burbank@cdsnet.net
 
Colorado Cashmere and Angora Goat
Association (CCAGA)
Carol Kromer, Club Contact, 719-347-2329

Eastern Cashmere Association (ECA)
Ray Repaske, President,  540-436-3546
cashmere@shentel.net

North West Cashmere Association (NWCA)
Guy Triplett, President, 541-388-1988
harvest@empnet.com

Professional Cashmere Marketers’ Association 
(PCMA), Tom and Ann Dooling
 406-683-5445
ann@MontanaKnits.com

Pygora Breeders Association (PBA)
Darlene Chambers, President
phone: 541-928-8841, fax: 541-928-0246
email: dchambers@proaxis.com

Texas Cashmere Association (TCA)
Dee Broyles, President
806-489-7645 office, 806-489-7959 home

Wild Goat Women
Debbie Walstead, Chairperson, 719-495-2962

January 9 - 24, 1999
National Western Stock Show & Rodeo, 4655 Hum-
boldt St, Denver, Colorado 80216-2818, Phone 303-
297-1166.Website for detailed calendar of events: 
http://www.nationalwestern.com
January 13, 1999
National Western Stock Show, Goat Shearing Con-
test, 6 PM, Stadium Hall, Level 1, see address and 
telephone above.
January 13, 1999
Cashmere America Co-op membership meeting
Denver, Colorado at National Western Stock Show.
January 14, 1999
National Western Stock Show, Cashmere Goat 
Show, 10 am, Stadium Hall, Level 1, see address and 
telephone above. 
January 16, 1999
5th Annual Pygora Goat Show & Fiber Frenzy 
The Armory Building, Washington County Fair 
Complex, Hillsboro, OR. Fun, fiber, fleeces, ven-
dors, goat show, demos. 10 am - 5 pm. Free admis-
sion. For more info: Lisa Roskopf: 503-985-3331, 
Jackie Liner:503-623-2376.
January 30, 1999
Barn to Yarn VII, Pioneer Museum Complex, 309 W 
Main, Fredericksburg, Texas, 512-440-1025
Festival showcasing fiber production and different 
ways in which wool, cotton, mohair, camel hair, etc. 
can be transformed into useful products. Demonstra-
tions: Spinning, weaving, hooking, felting, lacing, etc.
More inforrmation on page 6, this issue.
March 20, 1999
Farm Field Day, Goat Knoll, Dallas, Oregon
10:00 am - 4:00 pm or so. Hands-on lessons on goat 
care, goat conformation, fiber preparation, spinning 
and other cashmere-related stuff. More information 
on page 3, this issue.
May 29, 1999
Back of the Wasatch Fiber Festival, Summit County 
Fairgrounds, Coalville, Utah, Featuring llamas, 
alpacas, sheep, stocksdogs and everybody’s favorite: 
goats! More info: Heide Smith 435-649-3856 (eve-
nings).
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CANADA

GIANT STRIDE FARM
Pat Fuhr
RR #3
Onoway, Alberta, Canada, 
TOE IVO
403-967-4843
email:
giantstride@compuserve.com

UNITED STATES

CALIFORNIA

Henry Lowman
PO Box 2556
El Granada, CA 94018
650-225-1171
email: hlowman@
compuserve.com

Sunrise Cashmeres
Melody and Jeremy Driscoll
PO Box 245
Blocksburg, CA 95514
707-926-5430

COLORADO

MARSHALL’S
ORGANIC ACRES
9217 N. County Rd. 7
Wellington, CO 80549-1521
970-568-7941
email: PLCMARSHAL@aol.
com

ROLIG GOAT RANCH
Cashmere Producing Goats
Steven or Ellen Rolig
8435 CR 600
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-731-9083
email:
roliggoatranch@

pagosasprings.net

IDAHO

SHREFFLER TARGHEE 
& CASHMERE
Ken & Loyce Shreffler
589 Center Valley Road
Sandpoint, ID 83864
phone & fax: 208-263-5038
email: loyce@micron.net

KENTUCKY

October Farm III
Dick and Dottie Gould
764 Shacks Branch Rd.
Jackson, KY 41339
606-666-4878
email: octfarm3@se-tel.com

MAINE

BESSEY PLACE 
CASHMERE
Wes and Marilyn Ackley
319  Brock School Road
Buckfield, ME   04220
207-336-2948
email: ackley@megalink.net

BLACK LOCUST FARM
Yvonne Taylor
PO Box 378
Washington, ME 04574
207-845-2722
email: Lance@airs.com

GRUMBLE GOAT FARM
Linda N. Cortright
574 Davis Rd.
Union, ME 04862
207-785-3350
fax: 207-785-5633
email: grumble@midcoast.
com

HARDSCRABBLE FARM
Hattie Clingerman
PO Box 682
Winterport, ME 04496
207-223-4211

MARYLAND

Middletown Farm
George and Barbara Little
8123 Old Hagerstown Rd
Middletown, MD 21769
phone & fax: 301-371-8743
email: glittle640@aol.com

MINNESOTA

THE WINTER FARM
Vicki Biggs
122 Caspers Hill Rd.
Grand Marais, MN 55604
218-387-1913
email: momsuper@boreal.org

MONTANA

CASTLE CRAGS RANCH
Diana Hachenberger
894 Pheasant Run
Hamilton, MT 59840
phone & fax: 406-961-3058

EDENS,
Dan and SHERYL
1825 Sierra Rd E.
Helena, MT 59602
406-458-5317
email: edensdan@initco.com

J & K Cashmeres
Jim Haman & Kathy Sumter
604 2nd St. S.W.
Park City, MT 59063
406-633-2210
fax: 406-633-9157

SMOKE RIDGE 
CASHMERE
Craig Tucker
Yvonne Zweede-Tucker
2870 Eighth Lane NW
Choteau, MT 59422
406-466-5952
Fax: 406-466-5951
email: smokeridge@marsweb.
com

NEBRASKA

AIRY KNOLL FARMS, 
INC.
Richard & Harriet Jensen
76460 Road 424
Cozad, NE 69310
308-784-3312

HI-PLAINS CASHMERE
Julie and Alex Becker
160482 County Road C
Mitchell, NE 69357
308-623-2627
email: ajbecker@PrairieWeb.
COM

Sandhills Cashmere
Mark and Karen Crouse
Box 595, East Point Drive
Bingham, NE 69335
308-588-6248
fax: 308-588-6236
email: fibergoats@aol.com

NEVADA

ROYAL CASHMERE
Eileen Cornwell
419 Centerville Ln
Gardnerville, NV 89410
702-265-3766
Fax: 702-265-1814
email:cashmere@sierra.net

NEW JERSEY

BLACK FEN FARM
Virginia Hinchman
Kevin Weber
117 RD 2, Rt. 46
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-852-7493
fax:908-852-1336 (call first)
email:blackfen@juno.com

Breeders 
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NEW MEXICO

DOUBLE EYE FARM, INC.
Sanford Bottino
PO Box 218
Ojo Caliente, NM 87549
505-583-2203

OHIO

TAMARACK RANCH
Bob and Ann Wood
12000 Old Osborne Road
PO Box 567
South Vienna, OH 45369-0567
937-568-4994
email: tamarack@erinet.com

OKLAHOMA

Texoma Kids & 
Cashmere
J. D. and Karen Chandler
Rt 1, Box 37
Mannsville, OK 73447
580-371-3167
fax: 580-371-9589
email: jkc@flash.net

OREGON

CASHMERE GROVES
Pat Groves
16925 S. Beckman Rd.
Oregon City, OR 97045
503-631-7806
email: pgroves@europa.com

CHEHALEM CASHMERE
Heidi and Paul Sullivan
21605 McCormick Hill Rd.
Hillsboro, OR 97123
503-538-9791

FOXMOOR FARM
Carol and Carrie Spencer
1178 N.E. Victor Point Road
Silverton, OR   97381
Phone: 503-873-5474
Message: 503-873-5430
email: foxmoorfarm@juno.
com

GOAT KNOLL
Paul Johnson/Linda Fox
2280 S. Church Rd.
Dallas, OR 97338
503-623-5194
Fax: 503-624-1704
email: goatknol@teleport.
com

HARVEST MOON FARM
Guy and Karen Triplett
63300 Silvis Road
Bend, OR 97701
541-388-8992
email: harvest@empnet.com

HAWKS MOUNTAIN 
PYGORA’S
Lisa Roskopf & George 
DeGeer
51920 SW Dundee Rd.
Gaston, OR 97119
503-985-3331
Fax: 503-985-3321
email:lisa@hmrpygoras.com

HOKULANI FARMS
Cynthia and Karl Heeren
22260 East Highway 20
Bend, OR 97701
541-388-1988
email: hokulani@bendnet.
com

K-T CASHMERE GOAT 
FARM
Kitty and Tom Hanczyk
33758 Totem Pole Rd.
Lebanon, OR 97355
541-258-5857
email: toolguy@dnc.net

MCTIMMONDS VALLEY 
FARM
Janet and Joe Hanus
11440 Kings Valley Hwy.
Monmouth, OR 97361
503-838-4113
email: janhanus@open.org

MOONSHADOW FARM
Lisa and Jerry Zietz
46080 NW Levi White Rd.
Banks, OR 97106
Voice & fax: 503-324-0910
email: moon@hevanet.com

NORTHWEST 
CASHMERES
Carole Laughlin
21935 SW Lebeau Rd.
Sherwood, OR 97140
503-625-8816

ROARING CREEK 
FARMS
Arlen and Cathy Emmert
27652 Fern Ridge Road
Sweet Home, OR  97386
503-367-6698
email:cashmere@proaxis.com

SOMERSET cASHMERE
Julie and Jim Brimble
12377 Blackwell Rd.
Central Point, OR 97502
541-855-7378
email: brimble@cdsnet.net

SUNSET VIEW FARM
Jean Ferguson/Carolyn 
Bowser
4890 Sunset View Ln. So.
Salem, OR 97302
503-581-9452
email: carolbow@open.org

Willow-Witt Ranch
Suzanne Willow and Lanita 
Witt
658 Shale City Rd.
Ashland, OR 97520
541-890-1998

PENNSYLVANIA

PHEASANT HILL FARM
Ralph, Jan, Ryan & Steven 
O’Banion
5935 Pidcock Rd.
New Hope, PA 18938
215-598-7627
email: phcashme@voicenet.
com

SANDRA ROSE 
CASHMERES
Jim and Sandra Rebman
RR 2, Box 279
Palmyra, PA 17078
717-964-3052

UTAH

HEIDI’S FARM
Heidi J. Smith
7980 Long Rifle Road
Park City, UT  84060
801-649-3856
email:3smiths@xmission.com

Kanarra Kashmere
Ron and Jan Gerrity
PO Box 420186
Kanarraville, UT 84742
435-559-9472
fax: 702-242-9436
email: GerrityGroup@EMail. 
Msn.com

VERMONT

CRR CASHMERE
Tia and Peter Rosengarten
PO Box 37
Weston, VT 05161
802-824-8190
Fax: 802-824-4072

VIRGINIA

FOGGY BOTTOM FARM
Marilee and John Williamson
Rt. 2, Box 223AA
Buchanan, VA 24066
540-254-1628
email: mhwabc@juno.com

Raney Day Kids
Craig and Lucy Raney
3627 Va. Ave.
Goshen, VA 24439
540-997-1121
Fax: 540-997-1124

Directory

Continued on next page
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MORE VIRGINIA

STONEY CREST FARM
Anne and Roy Repaske
570 Paddy’s Cove Lane
Star Tannery, VA 22654
Phone/fax: 540-436-3546
email:cashmere@shentel.net

Washington

BREEZY MEADOW  CASHMERE 
FARM
Douglas and Roberta Maier
810 Van Wyck Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226
360-733-6742
email: Fibergoat@aol.com

BROOKFIELD FARM
Ian Balsillie/Karen Bean
PO Box 443
Maple Falls, WA 98266
360-599-1469 or
360-715-1604

KELLERS KRITTERS
Kay Keller
11030 Grandview Rd.
Arlington, WA 98223
360-435-6123

LIBERTY FARM (NLF)
Cliff and Mickey Nielsen
1505 Nile Road
Naches, WA   98937
509-658-2502
email: Cnielnlf@aol.com

RAINFLOWER FARM
Sue Lasswell
37003 Mann Rd.
Sultan, WA 98294
360-793-9590
email:
Rainflower@compuserve.com

STILL WATERS CASHMERE
Moon and Diana Mullins
PO Box 1265
Twisp, WA 98856
509-997-2204/509-421-3107
email: dmullins@methow.com

WALLFLOWER FARM
Dan and Marti Wall
16663 Beaver Marsh Road
Mt. Vernon, WA  98273
360-424-7935
Fax: 360-428-4946
email: cashmere@sos.net

WINDRIDGE FARM
Becki and Jim Belcher
202 Clemans View Rd.
Selah, WA 98942
509-698-3468

Breeders Directory
Continued from previous page

http://www.world-goat-centre.
com/UK/Goatlink/World.htm

Per the internet page of
Le Centre International Caprin:

“The alone French Website
on goat”

“You can contact enterprises
and French organisms!”

This page will:
“Inform you on events!”

and
“Update all Monday!”

Better not try to link up on 
Mondays‑they’ll be updating.

Internet Site
That only the French
Can fully understand

Good Places to Order Goat Stuff

Caprine Supply
3300 W. 83rd St., PO Box Y
DeSoto, Kansas 66018
913-585-1191
fax: 913-585-1140
toll free: 1-800-646-7736
internet: http://www.caprinesupply.com/

Excellent goat supply catalog. Comes out 
once a year around the first of the year. 
Filled with good stuff and good advice.

Hoegger Supply Co.
160 Providence Road
Fayetteville, Georgia 30215
1-800-221-4628

Catalog of goat supplies, comes out once 
a year.

Premier
2031 300th Street
Washington Iowa 52353
319-653-7622 or 1-800-282-6631
fax: 319-653-6304 or 1-800-346-7992

They have two catalogs—one with sheep 
supplies and one with fencing and other 
equipment.

Valley Vet Supply
East Hwy. 36, PO Box 504
Marysville, Kansas 66508-0504
1-800-360-4838
internet: http://www.valleyvet.com/

Catalog of equine, pet, farm and ranch sup-
plies for animals and home. Catalog comes 
out a couple of times per year.

All of the above have toll free telephone 
numbers and free catalogs. For a rainy-
day-low-budget event, call them all up 
and order free catalogs. Don’t blame us if 
you find something your goats can’t live 
without.

The above companies are the ones we use 
and have seen their catalogs. There are cer-
tainly many other good ones around. For 
you computer nerds, there is a list of goat 
supply houses with links to the ones who 
have sites at CyberGoat at: http://www.
cybergoat.com/Linksfldr/spply_goat.html
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ACCESSION NO: 0175600
SUBFILE: CRIS PROJ NO: OKLX-9703206
AGENCY: CSRS OKLX
PROJ TYPE: SPECIAL GRANT PROJ.
STATUS: NEW CONTRACT/GRANT/AGREEMENT NO: 97-38814-
4150
START: September 1, 1997
TERM: Through August 31, 2000
GRANT YR: 1997
INVESTIGATOR: Litherland, A.; Sahlu, T.; Coleman, S.
PERFORMING INSTITUTION: Agricultural Research Langston 
University, Langston, Oklahoma 73050

PROJECT TITLE: Seasonal manipulations to improve cashmere 
and meat returns in goats

OBJECTIVES: To quantify the natural seasonal cycle of cashmere 
growth. To quantify the response, in fiber growth and breed‑
ing cycles of two methods of melatonin treatment applied in 
April in the US. To determine whether shedding, following the 
cessation of spring melatonin treatment, can be prevented by 
the suppression of plasma prolactin concentration.

APPROACH: Eighty cashmere producing does will receive in 
March either no treatment or melatonin treatment orally at 3 pm 
(3 mg) or by a single continuous release melatonin implant (18 
mg, Regulin, effective for 6 weeks). Plasma concentration of pro‑
lactin and melatonin will be determined by radioimmunoassay. 
Stretched down and guard hair fiber length will be measured 
on four sites of the goats at two weeks intervals. Skin samples 
collected at the start of melatonin treatment, at the cessation 
of treatment and at monthly intervals for three months will be 
processed for histological measurement. Data will be analyzed 
using SAS procedure of repeated measure in time.

ACCESSION NO: 0177810
SUBFILE: CRIS PROJ NO: TEX08559 AGENCY: CSRS TEX PROJ 
TYPE: HATCH PROJ.
STATUS: NEW START: March 9, 1998
TERM: Through March 8, 2003
INVESTIGATOR: Lupton, C. J.; Huston, J. E.
PERFORMING INSTITUTION: SAN ANGELO-TAMU AGR RES CNTR 
TEXAS A&M UNIV COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77843

PROJECT TITLE: Concurrent production of high value fibers and 
meat using lambs and kids

OBJECTIVES:
1. Determine if the genetics are available in the U.S. for produc‑
tion of exceptionally high value wool, mohair, and cashmere.
2. Establish the breeding, feeding, housing, animal and range 

Cashmere Research Projects

This project is older and done, but it’s interesting:
It was reported in the Proceedings of the New Zealand Society 
of Animal Production, 1991.

Four methods of harvesting cashmere from breeding does were 
studied by researchers A. J. Litherland, D. J. Pateron, G. Hamilton 
and K. O’Neill. The research was conducted in New Zealand.

The effectiveness of hand combing, machine combing and 
body stocking covers relative to shearing were compared as 
methods of harvsting cashmere. Cashmere does were shorn 
on August 4th and combed on August 4th, August 29th and 
October 3rd. Goats were covered and shorn on one side on 
August 4th and on the other side on October 3rd. Only 9 of 
the 40 goats retained their covers until October 3rd. Machine 
combing was the least effective method of harvesting cashmere 
and produced a half fleece of 18 +2 grams down while shear‑
ing was the most effective and produced a half fleece of 40+4 
grams of down. Hand combing and body stocking covers were 
intermediate and both produced a whole fleece of 46+5 grams 
and a half fleece of 27+4 grams respectively. Cashmere wastage 
in dehaired guard hair was greater in combed fleeces than shorn 
fleeces. Despite the higher yield of combed fiber there was no 
reduction in the speed of dehairing. Harvest method had no 
effect on goat liveweights at October 3rd.

management, fiber preparation, and marketing practices 
required to produce and sell exceptionally high-value wool, 
mohair and cashmere.
3. Establish the economics of producing exceptionally high-
value wool, mohair, and cashmere under various management 
regimes.
4. Determine if high-value animal fibers can be profitably pro‑
duced concurrently with highly desirable, lean carcasses for 
the U.S. meat market.

APPROACH: The objectives will be met by first surveying U.S. 
Rambouillet and Merino sheep, Angora and Cashmere goat 
flocks to identify and subsequently obtain livestock having 
the genetic capability of producing superior, high-value fibers. 
Male offspring from these superior animals will be evaluated 
in two production systems (on range and housed), with and 
without protective coats, to establish the numerous genetic, 
management nutritional, and financial variables required for 
profitable production of high quality fibers and lean carcasses.

_



_

_
_
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To subscribe 

Send:	 Name
	 Farm Name (if applicable)
	A ddress with zip code

To:	 CashMirror Publications	
	 2280 S. Church Rd.
	 Dallas, OR 97338

Annual Subscription is only $25 for 12 
monthly issues! ($35 Canada, $40 Mexico, 
$50 overseas).
 
Breeders Directory listing for full year $30.

Display Advertising Rates:
                 
Ad Size	 Price (Issue / 4 mos. / 1 yr.)         
Business Card	 $25 / 100 / 150
1/8 page	 $35 / 130 / 320
1/4 page	 $45 / 165 / 410
1/3 page	 $65 / 240 / 600
Half Page	 $80 / 300 / 730
Full Page	 $150 / 550 / 1,370
Other sizes, options	A sk us

Extensive layout or photo screening may be extra. 
Payment must accompany ad order.

Classified ads 50 cents/word.

CashMirror
Subscription 
Information

The Deadlines:

Articles, photographs, advertising and other 
information submitted must be received by 
the 25th of the month prior to magazine issue 
date. 

If you need assistance designing or laying out 
a display ad, or fine-tuning an article, earlier is 
appreciated.

Northwest Cashmere Association

Membership includes
NWCA Quarterly

Newsletter

Serving northern
California, Idaho, Nevada, 
Oregon,
Washington and
western Canada

NWCA Annual Dues only $25
Cynthia Heeren, Membership Coodinator
22260 East Hwy 20, Bend, OR 97701

541-388-1988, email: hokulani@bendnet.com

Notable Quotes

Cashmere and mohair are as different as 
chalk and cheese.

	 ...David Mackenzie’s Goat Husbandry, 
1993

Marketing/selling is very hard for most 
people.

	 ...Yvonne Zweede-Tucker, January 1999

If a herdsman has a sound knowledge 
of genetics, has patience and the will to 
improve his stock, is willing to cull his 
animals rigorously, and wants to be a 
pioneer in a new industry for the United 
States, cashmere goats may be the animal 
for him.
	 ...Sue Drummond
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1999 CashMirror Calendars
(Order one today–from the privacy of your own home!)

11” X 17” Wall Calendar (13 months)
Price $10@ (includes shipping)

 Send check and order to:
CashMirror Publications

2280 S. Church Rd.
Dallas, OR 97338

503-623-5194
email: goatknol@teleport.com




