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Beautiful, Unique 3-D
Balsam, Birch and Pine Cashmere goat 

scene

Goats have actual cashmere fiber!
Fabulous idea for office, home or gift

Will personalize frame with your name
12” X 18”, striking colors

$30 + $10 shipping/handling
Add for personalized $3

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery

Call 208-335-2132 or send order to:
Melanie Schatz

Important Notice
CaPrA Concerning Cashmere
Delayed Due to Flooding (?)

Kris McGuire, CaPrA President reports that the 
March/April edition of the Concerning Cashmere 
newsletter will be mailed late.

After an extended abscense, Kris returned home 
to a flooded basement. As soon as she wrings out 
her computer, she will get right on it!

Here’s the deal:

This is THE year to enter cashmere fleece contests. 
During the past few years, there has not been a 
National Fleece Contest as such. There has been, 
however several regional contests. Two of these 
regional contests—one sponsored by the ECA 
(Eastern Cashmere Association) and one sponsored 
by the NWCA (North West Cashmere Association). 
The past two years, these two contests have been so 
close together, it was impossible to enter the same 
fleece in both contests.

This year is different!

The NWCA Fleece Contest will be held during the 
week of July 13-18 in conjunction with the Crook 
County Fair, in Prineville, Oregon. The judge will be 
Joe David Ross from Texas.

The ECA Fleece Contest will be held during the last 
week of September in conjunction with the Virginia 
State Fair. The judge will be the noted Bob Bucholtz 
also from Texas.

A clever person can now enter their best fleeces in 
both contests and truly beat them all, rather than 
having to pick and choose which fleece to send to 
which contest. 

So, here’s what to do:

Watch this space in subsequent issues. We will list in 
this space how to do it. If you don’t intend to deliver 
your fleeces to the event, you will need to mail it to 
someone by some deadline. Usually there is a small 
fee and a small form involved.  We’ll tell you here how 
to do it. Let’s make these Texas judges work through 
a mountain of fleeces for both contests. Let’s show 
the big guys with the big hats from the big state that 
we too know how to do things big!

And may the fleece be with you...

Fleece Contests!
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Competetive Prices:
1999 prices: $32.50/lb. yield for white fleeces
$30.00/lb. for colors, $7.50/lb. for cashgora

Checks issued to Producers quickly
Free Classing of Fleeces Provided
Call Ann for more information

The small (yet efficient) little American cashmere 
garment factory in Montana is still buying raw 
cashmere fleece—in any quanitities.

We can help put your goats’ coats in an
American-made cashmere garment today.

3299 Anderson Lane, Dillon, Montana 59725
406-683-6761, email: ann@MontanaKnits.com

Mastitis
By Linda Fox

Mastitis is a broad diagnosis given to an inflammation of a 
goat’s mammary glands which is indicated by a change in the 
udder or the milk.  An acute case of mastitis may leave a portion 
of the udder permanently damaged, thus being able to produce 
less (or no) milk. Also, in acute cases, left unchecked, there can 
be a rapid advance to a gangrenous condition. The udder may 
putrefy and slough away and the doe die in high fever.

The udder inflammation can be caused by a variety of 
bacteria or fungi and may be passed from one goat to another, 
or it can be noncontagious, caused by an injury to the udder 
or poor milking practices.

An indication of mastitis is a change in the appearance of 
the udder or milk. The infection may be in one or both sides of 
the udder. The udder may appear red or swollen or be asym-
metrical. Milk may be “pinkish” (containing blood) or be stringy 
or clotty.  The doe may appear to be limping, by avoiding con-
tact with the painful side of the udder with a back leg. There 
may be a decrease in the amount of milk produced. Hungry 
kids may be trying to tell you about a case of mastitis in their 
mother. In severe cases, a doe may lose appetite and run a fever.

There are mastitis tests available for the producer (such as 
the simple CMT—California mastitis test), involving the testing 
of milk from the suspect udder, but these tests are best used as 
a way to rule out mastitis rather than to determine treatment. 
In dealing with a bacterial infection, you will need to enlist the 
help of a veterinarian to identify the specific bacteria involved 
and prescribe the appropriate antibiotic for treatment. Treat-
ment with antibiotics may be systemic or by infusion of the 
udder with antibiotics using a tube.

Mastitis caused by injury—due to accident, damage by 
kids or poor milking practices—is normally treated with hot 
compresses, massage and frequent milking.

Mild or chronic forms of mastitis caused by bacteria or 
often characterized by lumps, bumps, or hardness of the ud-
der and there will usually be some milk abnormality present.

Acute mastitis is characterized by loss of appetite, a hard, 
swollen udder, abnormal milk and a decrease in milk yield.

It seems that there are fewer mastitis problems with fiber 
goats than dairy goats. Perhaps this is due to smaller udders, 
lesser milk production and the more frequent milk removal by 
kids than by a dairy’s artificial means. 

General good health of the goat will help prevent mastitis. 
The goat should have a dry, clean place to lay. Prevent contact 
of healthy goats with mastitis-infected goats.

To avoid undue stress and possible injury to the udder after 
a doe kids, make sure that the teats are not plugged and that 
the kid/s are nursing both sides. Some does will have larger 
teats that, when very engorged with milk, will be too large for 
a new kid to easily take in its mouth. You can aid this process, 
at first, by milking the fat teat out somewhat to make it a more 
manageable size for the new kid.

Even though you’re not dealing with your goats’ bags 

twice a day, as in a  milking operation, you need to keep an eye 
on them for potential problems—especially during the milk 
production months.

References:
Drummond, Susan Black, Angora Goats the Northern Way, 
fourth edition, 1993.
Luisi, Billie, A Practical Guide to Small-Scale Goatkeeping, 1979.
Mackenzie, David, Goat Husbandry, fifth edition, 1993.
Smith, Mary C. and David M. Sherman, Goat Medicine, 1994.
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Ready to Spin 100% Cashmere Fiber $6.50/oz, Color: White 
Hand Knitting 2 Ply 100% Cashmere Fingering Yarn $18.99 /2.5 oz skein, Colors: Blue, Beige, 
Charcoal Grey, Burgundy,  870 yds/2.5 oz

Nandia Cashmere 
To Order: Call toll Free 1-888-603-0130

Visit our web site at http://www.nandia.com, E-mail: sales@nandia.com, Dealer Inquiries Welcome

The Luxurious Mongolian Cashmere
The King of Fibers

Internet Surfing (for non-surfers)
By Linda Fox

You’ve probably noticed in CashMirror that the inter-
net addresses, URL’s or whatever we’re calling them this 
month, have always been provided by Paul the Publisher. 
There’s a reason for this. 

Paul is one of these people who sits down at a com-
puter to check his email just after dinner and, at midnight 
finds himself still there immersed in cyberspace. So, since 
he spends a good deal of time in the internet, he’s the one 
who comes up with all the interesting places to recommend 
to others.

I’ve never understood how seemingly-sensible people 
can spend hours, even days, lost in the internet, staring 
blankly at an ever-changing screen, pointing, clicking, 
occasionally typing a few characters on the keyboard. It 
all seems such a waste. I can understand the use of the 
internet. I occasionally log on myself to retrieve a foreign 
exchange rate, answer the email or check out an interesting 
site someone has given me, but it’s more like going into the 
store to purchase a needed item rather than walking blindly 
up and down the mall for hours.

So, for this month’s supply of URL’s, one morning I 
decided to take a short internet trip myself. Perhaps a brief 
trip will help me understand how the world can waste so 
much time there. On to the URL’s—That stands for Uni-
form Resource Locator, in case you were wondering. So, 
what does it mean? How the heck should I know. I’m not 
a computer nerd.

http://www.riverspunfiberworks.com/   I started out 
here, at Riverspun Fiberworks, a fiber mail order store in 
Lava Hot Springs Idaho. Someone told me they were sell-
ing “fake cashmere” and I wanted to see if our goats had 
anything to worry about. (See next page.) When you enter 
the page, you are greeted by a spinning, spinning wheel. 
Cute. This site has an extensive list of spinning fibers for 
sale and the screens allow you to pretend that you have 
a shopping cart that you are loading up with items from 
their cyber-store. Then when you are ready to check out, 
you move on to a place to enter your shipping information 
and handy Visa number. I ordered 4 oz. of Fake Cashmere 
($4) plus shipping ($5). Then a message came on asking me 

if they could send me a cookie. I didn’t want a cookie, I just 
wanted Fake Cashmere, so I told them no. After a second 
rejection of their cookie, they bumped me out of the check-
out area. After repeated tries, I realized that a cookie is part 
of the deal and you can only complete your transaction if 
you allow them to give you a cookie. I finally said “yes” so 
I could move on. I hope it’s chocolate chip.

http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~ahung/baby.html    Next 
I wanted to find out the name of Madonna’s baby. I have a 
goat named Madonna who had a single doe kid this year. 
I thought it might be fun if my kid had the same name 
as hers so, using one of the search engines, I checked out 
Madonna pages (there were several in various degrees of 
tastelessness) until I found one with the desired informa-
tion. I found out that her daughter’s name is Lourdes Maria 
Ciccone Leon. Madonna just calls her kid Lola. I figured my 
Madonna’s kid could just be called Lola, too. I also found 
out that Madonna’s baby was born October 14, 1996, that 
she is trying to dump Lola’s father and has had an “en-
counter” with Michael Jackson. She also has a new album.

Http://www.askjeeves.com   Not finding anything 
on the Madonna site that I wanted to jump to, I went to 
another search engine called “Ask Jeeves.” Here, rather 
than trying to decide which search words to use, you just 
ask Jeeves, the proper British butler,  a question. I couldn’t 
really think of a question I wanted to ask, so I put in their 
sample question, “How do you Measure Body Fat?” This 
dumps you to a screen where you enter your sex, height, 
waist and hip measurement and your body fat percentage 
magically appears. Interesting, but I don’t think I want to 

Continued on next page

Come to the light....
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discuss this any more.

http://www.xlynx.com/inam/home.htm   This is a place 
I found by searching “cashmere goat” on Compuserve’s 
search engine. This is a mail order cashmere knitwear 
manufacturing company in France called In’am. If you go to 
“Virtual Fashion,” you can change the color of your selected 
cashmere garment by moving your mouse pointer over 
little boxes of knitted color at the bottom of the page. They 
promise you manufacture, shipping and delivery of your 
finished garment within 7 days of your order.  Amazing.

Http://www.ipt.dtu.dk/   Next I ended up at the Uni-
versity of Denmark, Department of Manufacturing Engi-
neering.  Not sure how I got here, but as long as I was here 
I checked out their News and Links. The News was not 
news in English so I went to Links. Only one of the links 
was in English, Design inSite, so I went there. From here, 
there was a choice of Products, Materials or Processes, so I 
went to Materials. Maybe they will have cashmere. I found a 
definition of fibres:  “Fibres are pliable hair-like substances, 
built up by long chains of basic molecules. Fibres are very 
small in diameter in relation to their length. Long continu-
ous strands of fibers are called filaments. The only natural 
filament fibre is silk from butterflies or spiders.” From here, 
there was a link to Owens Corning, where they suggested 
you go for more information about typical fibre costs. I went 
there and found, among other things, How Glass Fibers are 
Made and an Introduction to Composites. I could also click 
on a row of pink panthers to access other Owens Corning 
information. I went back to the Products portion of the De-
sign inSite pages. It contained photos, technical information 
and brief descriptions of various products, alphabetically, 
staring with ax: “This axe illustrates how plastic can be used 
in high quality products with strength requirements. The 
steel head is insert  moulded using glass fibre reinforced 
polyamide plastic. The axe is developed in Finland where 
people use axes not only for cutting firewood but also for 
fine carpenter works.” There was no Cashmere under C so 
I left (after taking a quick trip to the link “Polyamide Steel” 
to check composition of the axe).

http://www.excite.com/shopping/clothes_and_beau-
ty/women/    I went back to a search engine and searched 
for “hoof rot shears.” We’ve been having trouble sharpening 
ours and I needed advice. The search engine came up with 
56,174 choices of places to go. I thought this was a few too 
many to look through so I decided to narrow my request. 
I put in “hoof trimmers sharpened.” This time they only 
came up with 21, 208 choices. Better. While scrolling down 
the first 10 on the list, I came to a little yellow bar promising 
to show me the latest women’s spring fashions and took a 
little side trip. From here you could zoom in on a clothing 
item by type like “cropped khaki” or a designer’s name, like 
“Theory.” Then, you can add the virtual clothing item to 
your virtual shopping basket, head to the virtual checkout 
stand and produce your (real) Visa number. At the bot-
tom of each screen was a link option called “FlyPaper” so 

I checked it out. I found it was an online fashion magazine 
that promised to tell you about the hottest new trends 
and the secrets to dressing for success. “We have sent our 
Flies in all directions to keep pace with all that’s fashion 
newsworthy.” From one of their pages, you can select size, 
clothing type and brands desired and up pops a slew of 
tiny pictures showing your choices. I selected jeans (in a 
medium size) and found about fifteen choices ranging from 
$27.95 - $89.95. Jeans without holes in the knees are more 
expensive than I thought.

Http://www.nzmeat.co.nz/   Then, I forgot where I was 
before the last diversion, so I went into Paul’s history files, 
deciding to visit some of the places he’d been recently. I 
found  “Meat New Zealand on-line.” This collection of 
pages are from the New Zealand Meat Board, an association 
funded by pastoral farmers.  I need a goat meat recipe and 
this looked like a good place. I didn’t find any meat goat 
recipes, but I did find interesting recipes for Lamb Ravioli 
with Split Pea Essence, which translated means Lamb Ravi-
oli with a side of real thin split pea soup. I downloaded these 
for offline scrutiny. This page also has a link to veterinary 
information including a Virtual Veterinary Centre with 
includes links to many online veterinary journals.

http://www.fishersnet.com/goat2.html   I went back to 
the search engine and entered “goat meat recipes.” One for 
Goat Getter Roast looked good so I went there. I printed 
the recipe and put it in the stack to try and get permission 
to reprint. I followed a link to Fisher’s Wild Game Recipes 
on the bottom of the page and found recipes for Perfect 
Possum, Coon Pate’ and Beer Batter Cat...Beer Batter Cat? 
This man has gone too far. I followed the BB Cat link to the 
recipe and found, to my relief, he was only talking about 
catfish. Next...

...Needless to say the journey did not end here; it went 
on and on and on. Finally, I noticed that my back was sore 
from sitting, my shoulders were tense from mouse control 
and I was starving. I looked up from the computer. It was 
dark and long past animal feeding time. Had my time been 
well spent? Can I now understand how people spend hours 
and hours doing this? I’m not going to answer those ques-
tions, but Paul is back in charge of the URL’s.

URL’s
Continued from previous page

About that Fake Cashmere
I ordered 4 oz. of Fake Cashmere from RiverSpun Fiber-
works via the internet. Fibers are fine, very white, pretty 
straight, shiny, slick and about 4 inches long. It is easier 
to spin than real cashmere due to the length. I spun it as I 
would for fine, lace weight, 2-ply cashmere yarn and ended 
up with a yarn which is soft, sheds and looks very synthetic. 
Tell the goats “no worries.” Know where I can sell slightly 
less than 4 oz. of Fake Cashmere cheap?
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The Scottish Cashmere Producers Association was set 
up in 1986 to promote the establishment of a viable Scot-
tish cashmere producing industry. This was in response to 
changing trends in the world market, particularly in China 
where more of the raw fibre was being processed in the 
country of origin, and the Scottish textile industry had been 
finding it increasingly difficult to secure adequate supplies 
of top quality fibre. This coincided with research work car-
ried out by the Hill Farming Research Organisation—now 
the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute—which had 
shown that high quality cashmere fibre could be produced 
in Scotland from goats bred from native feral stock crossed 
with animals from established cashmere producing coun-
tries, and that Scottish pasture currently grazed only by 
sheep and cattle could be considerably improved by grazing 
goats alongside existing stock.

Ten years on and the SCPA is a thriving, self financ-
ing organisation supplying top quality cashmere fibre to 
the textile industry. While the amount of fibre produced 
in Scotland (450kg raw weight, dehaired and processed 
around 200kg—990 lb. raw, 440 lb. dehaired) is minute 
compared to the quantities imported, the quality of the 
fibre is second to none and superior to most, and with the 
textile industry in general having increasing difficulty in 
procuring adequate supples of quality fibre from abroad, 
there is much enthusiasm for the development of a Scottish 
cashmere producing industry which can be relied on for 
supplies of top quality fibre.

To secure the necessary bloodlines when the project 
began it was necessary to import stock from abroad, and 
animals were brought in from Australia, Tasmania, New 
Zealand, Iceland and Siberia. The cost of these importa-
tions meant that the price of breeding stock was very high, 
and these prices were maintained for a number of years 
as farmers bought up stock to establish their herds. After 
a few years, however, with farmers breeding their own 
stock and with a limited number of new people entering 
the industry, stock dropped to more realistic and acceptable 
levels. Quality does and bucks can now be purchased for 
the same price as breeding sheep.

Returns on cashmere goats compare favourably with 
those achieved by sheep if subsidies are not taken into ac-
count. The main factor preventing the further development 
of the Scottish cashmere industry is the fact that farmers can 
more profitably invest in sheep, on which they can claim 
subsidies, whereas goats at present attract no support. 
The SCPA has long been lobbying government through 
MPs and the Scottish Office for changes to the regulations 
to allow farmers to use their existing SAP quotas to claim 
for goats rather than sheep should they wish. This system 

would involve no extra expenditure by the government as 
quota limits would remain the same, and would bring the 
UK into line with other EC countries.

A great deal of UK and European money has been 
invested in developing a Scottish cashmere goat herd, and 
now that the nucleus of this herd has been established and 
it has been proved that cashmere production could be a 
viable proposition for many Scottish farms, further develop-
ment is being stifled by lack of support which is available 
to other more traditional livestock enterprises. Currently, 
cashmere goats bred in Scotland with Scottish money are 
being exported to other European countries where they are 
eligible for subsidies, and a unique opportunity for Scottish 
farms is being squandered.

There is some hope on the horizon, however, as a 
House of Commons Scottish Affairs Committee report 
on “The Future of Scottish Agriculture” published in July 
1996, states “...it should be the choice of the individual farmer 
whether, within his quota, to claim on sheep or on alternative 
species such as deer or goats...we are particularly concerned that 
cashmere goatlings and semen are being exported to southern 
Europe where they are eligible for subsidy, thus depriving Scot-
tish farmers of an opportunity to supply the Scottish knitting and 
weaving industry.” Expression of support from MPs of all 
persuasions indicates that all is not yet lost for the Sottish 
cashmere producing industry.

As to the practical aspects of cashmere farming, cash-
mere goats are not dissimilar to any other type of goat in 
the UK in terms of husbandry, although feeding costs can 
be lower. All goats (apart from Angora) produce some cash-
mere, which is a fine down undercoat grown in the autumn 
and winter and shed naturally in the spring. Selection of 
breeding stock is primarily based on the amount and quality 
of cashmere produced by each goat. The cashmere can be 
combed out in the spring, the timing varying between in-
dividual goats, or goats can be shorn in January/February, 
but if shorn they must be housed for a period afterwards. 
All fleeces are kept individually packaged and sent to the 
SCPA fibre pool at the end of May, where they are graded 
according to colour (white, off-white and coloured) and 
quality (hosiery, under 16.5 microns, or weaving, 16.6-18.5 
microns). Producers are notified of the weight and grading 
of each individual fleece to help them with their breeding 
decisions, and paid accordingly. With many farmers still 
in the process of developing their herds, average fleece 
weights are around 100g, although 300-400g fleeces are 
not uncommon, and it is hoped over the next few years 
to see the national average increase significantly to nearer 
the 200g mark. 

Scottish Cashmere
By Eogham Carmichael

Reprinted, with permission, from the West Highlands and Islands Goat Society Newsletter, Scotland
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Book Reports—Three Children’s Books
By Linda Fox

Three Cool Kids
By Rebecca Emberley

This children’s book, published by Little, Brown and Com-
pany of Boston, New York, Toronto and London, is interesting. 
My Mother always told me to precede any upcoming criticism 
with a “nice” comment. This book is a less-than-original tale 
about three goats (boringly named Big, Middle and Little) who 
live in a vacant lot in the city in the middle of tall buildings and 
parking meters. Little is a small, cool goat who wears red sneak-
ers which he obsesses about keeping clean. Middle is a prissy 
mid-sized doe who wears jingling silver earrings and spends 
an excessive amount of time and money fixing her hair and 
Big is, well...big.

The Three Cool Kids story is a takeoff on the ancient Billy 
Goat’s Gruff. In this updated version, the three cool city goats 
try to move across the street to a better vacant lot where they 
will have ready food from the adjacent recycling center and 
better access to a beauty parlor for Middle. Alas, a huge rat, 
who wants to eat them for lunch obstructs their progress. Don’t 
worry, Big ends the problem by stomping Mr. Nasty Rat back 
to his place in the sewer.

This books’s one merit, in my opinion, is the use of fabrics 
and other objects to create the goats for the illustrations. It 
would be a good example for an art class or 4-H group looking 
for a way to portray goats without drawing.

Corgiville Fair
By Tasha Tudor

Corgiville Fair, published by the same company as Three 
Cool Kids is much better than the aforementioned book. The 
illustrations are captivating and the story is a wonderful journey 
with a few goats and other animals. The book is about a family 
of Corgis (you know, the small dogs about the color of foxes) 
who live in Corgiville with some other animals  and the mythi-
cal Boggarts (they’re spotted, rope-tailed creatures who smoke 
cigars). The Corgis have a passion for racing goats. Not only do 
these goats race (at the Corgiville Fair), but since Corgis are so 
small, they can ride the racing goat around the track. 

This tale is the story of Caleb, the Corgi and his spirited 
racing goat, Josephine who has a mind of her own. When not 
watched, she will consumes cigars, pillowcases and flower beds. 
After training Josephine for the race, the Corgis head to the Fair. 
Unfortunately, there was trouble brewing. An unethical tomcat, 
Edgar also has a racing goat and Edgar, without a thought of 
the ethics involved, was willing to go to any lengths to see 
that his goat won the race. Of course, justice triumphs. Even 
after Josephine clandestinely consumes thirteen heavy mince 
pies and twenty-two strong five-cent cigars, she wins the race, 

hooves down. Talk about carbohydrate loading!
I liked this book, but if you’re worried about the clothes-eat-

ing-bad-image-goat thing, you might want to look elsewhere. 

 
The Goat in the Rug
By Geraldine
As told to Charles L. Blood & Martin Link

If you insist on at least a modicum of goat realism for 
books to be consumed by your children and grandchildren, this 
book is the best of the three. It presents a good deal of basic, 
understandable information in a very short story, about fiber 
goats, spinning and Navajo rug weaving.  It’s about an Angora 
goat named Geraldine and her Navajo friend/spinner/weaver, 
Glenmae. The story accurately follows Glenmae and Geraldine 
through shearing, washing, carding, spinning, dyeing and rug 
weaving. 

The book is published by Aladdin Paperbacks (Simon & 
Schuster) New York and is delightfully illustrated by Nancy 
Winslow Parker. The recently-sheared Geraldine follows Glen-
mae as she works with her mohair fiber, cheerfully eating the 
plants that Glenmae has collected in the forest for the dye. 
However, resourceful Glenmae is able to buy dye at the store to 
finish her project. By the time the rug is completed, Geraldine’s 
fiber has regrown. As the story ends, we leave Glenmae with a 
magnifying glass and measuring tape homing in on Geraldine 
for another clipping.

Only one flaw with this book—Geraldine wasn’t a cashmere 
goat. I suppose that cashmere wouldn’t have made the greatest 
Navajo rug anyway.
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More Stone Information
By Linda Fox

Goat Breeds
From the Oklahoma State University Department of 

Animal Science internet page at
http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/

What is a breed?
The classic definition of a “breed” is usually stated as a variation 
of this statement:  Animals that, through selection and breed-
ing, have come to resemble one another and pass those traits 
uniformly to their offspring. 

Unfortunately this definition leaves some unanswered ques-
tions. For example, when is a crossbred animal considered a 
composite breed and when do we stop      thinking about them 
as composites? Perhaps this definition from The Genetics of 
Populations by Jay L. Lush helps explain why a good definition 
of “breed” is      elusive.

“A breed is a group of domestic animals, termed such by com-
mon consent of the breeders, ... a term which arose among 
breeders of livestock, created one might say, for their own use, 
and no one is warranted in assigning to this word a scientific 
definition and in calling the breeders wrong when they deviate 
from the formulated definition. It is their word and the breeders 
common usage is what we must accept as the correct definition.”

As you can see from Dr. Lush’s definition it is at least in part the 
perception of the breeders and the livestock industry which 
decides when a group of individuals constitutes a “breed”.

The development of the breeds takes different routes also. In 
some breeds you can see the amount of change that can oc-
cur as the result of selection for a small      number of traits. As 
an example, Holstein cattle have been selected primarily for 
milk production and are the highest milk producing cattle in 
the world. Other      breeds have traits that result from natural 
selection pressure based upon the environment in which they 
were developed. An example of this might be the     N’dama 
cattle from west Africa. These animals have, through the cen-
turies,  developed a resistance to trypanosomiasis or sleeping 
sickness spread by the      tse-tse fly, which is fatal to most other 
breeds of cattle.

Why are we concerned about preserving information about 
minor, or relatively unknown, breeds of livestock? Is there a rea-
son for the preservation of minor breeds of livestock? Couldn’t 
more improvement be made if there were fewer breeds? Well, 
lets go back to our Holstein example again for a moment. While 
the Holstein clearly has an advantage over other breeds in the 
production of whole milk, this advantage is based on feeding 
high levels of cereal grains and pricing that favors low milk-
solids content. A drastic change in either of these factors could 
result in a decrease in the advantage of the Holstein. Given 
these conditions perhaps a breed that is currently  rare or en-
dangered, such as the Dutch Belted, which displayed excellent 
milking ability in a grass-based dairy situation in trials in the 
early 1900’s, would find      itself on the forefront. In Australia, 

composite breeds, such as the Australian Friesian Sahiwal, have 
been developed which have higher milk production levels than 
Holsteins in the tropical regions of that country.

Another example might be an increased need for natural re-
sistance to diseases or parasites should a current antibiotic or 
other treatment become unavailable or ineffective. An example 
of this type might be the natural resistance of some breeds of 
sheep have to internal parasites. Should anthelmintics become 
restricted or uneconomical then a breed such as the critically 
endangered Gulf Coast Native, with the parasite resistance 
it has developed through natural selection, could be of criti-
cal importance in the sheep industry. In many areas, genetic 
diversity should be maintained to help meet the potential 
challenge resulting from changes in production resources and 
market requirements. We hope that this project will serve as an 
information resource for the potential of some of these breeds. 

Why do we have livestock at all? Don’t they just eat the food 
that would be better utilized by being given directly to people? 
Agricultural animals have always made a major contribution to 
the welfare of human societies by providing food, shelter, fuel, 
fertilizer and other products and services. They are a renewable 
resource, and utilize another renewable resource, plants, to 
produce these products and services. In addition, the manure 
produced by the animals helps improve soil fertility and, thus, 
aids the plants. In some developing countries the manure 
cannot be utilized as a fertilizer but is dried as a source of fuel.

Food is, by far, the most important contribution of agricultural 
animal, although they rank well behind plants in total quantity 
of food supplied. Plants supply over 80 percent of the total 
calories consumed in the world. Animals are a more important 
source of protein than they are of calories, supplying one-third 
of the protein consumed in the world. Meat, milk and fish are 
about equal sources of animal protein, supplying, respectively, 
35%, 34% and 27% of the world supply of total protein.

There are many who feel that because the world population is 
growing at a faster rate than is the food supply, we are becoming 
less and less able to afford animal foods because feeding plant 
products to animals is an inefficient use of potential human 
food. It is true that it is more efficient for humans to eat plant 
products directly rather than to allow animals to convert them 
to human food. At best, animals only produce one pound or less 
of human food for each three pounds of plants eaten. However, 
this inefficiency only applies to those plants and plant products 
that the human can utilize. The fact is that over two-thirds of 
the feed fed to animals consists of substances that are either 
undesirable or completely unsuited for human food. Thus, by 
their ability to convert inedible plant materials to human food, 
animals not only do not compete with the human rather they 
aid greatly in improving both the quantity and the quality of 
the diets of human societies.

Continued on next page
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The goat, along with sheep, were among the  earliest domesti-
cated animals. Goat remains have been found at archaeological 
sites in western Asia, such as Jericho, Choga, Mami, Djeitun and 
Cayonu, which allows domestication of the goats to be dated 
at between 6000 and 7000 B.C.

However, unlike sheep, their ancestry is fairly clear. The major 
contributor of modern goats is the Bezoar goat which is dis-
tributed from the mountains of Asia Minor across the Middle 
East to Sind.

Unlike sheep, goats easily revert to feral or wild condition given 
a chance. In fact, the only domestic species which will return to 
a wild state as rapidly as a goat is the domestic cat.  (Go Mickey!)

Here are a few of the less familiar breeds of goats.

Booted Goat
Also Known by: Stiefelgeiss (German)

Origin: The Booted Goat was earlier spread throughout the 
uplands of St. Gallen (Walensee, Flums, Weisstannental and 
Taminatal), in the canton Glarus and in the bordering regions. It 
belongs to the breed of moutain goats. Until at least the 1920’s 
it was purposefully bred, but in the 1980’s it became nearly 
extinct. It  was saved at the last moment by the foundation 
Pro Specie Rara.

The current breeding region has its concentration in eastern  
Switzerland, with individual breeding groups in the central and  
western parts of the country.

Appearance and Characteristics: The Booted Goat is a robust, 
vivacious, easily satisfied breed not specialized for milk produc-
tion which is well suited for extensive keeping under extreme 
topographical and climatic conditions, most of all in moutain-
ous regions. It is horned, of bright gray-brown to dark red-brown 
color with black or brown markings (black or brown boots). 
Typical are the long beard hairs over the back (called Mänteli, 
meaning “little covering”) and on the hind quarter, which are 
markedly darker or lighter than the rest of the coat of hair.

Goal of Breeding: The most important goal is the reintroduc-
tion and expansion of the Booted Goat in its original region of 
distribution. For securing its existence Booted Goat breeding 
groups are being maintained, also in the remainder of Switzer-
land. This goal is supposed to be reached (in correspondence 
with its original intent) through the use of the Booted Goat as 
an agriculturally useful animal for the production of milk (for 
milking or as mother nannies), meat and fleece. In place of this 
production goal, the use of the Booted Goat for putting fallow 
ground into production or for caring for the landscape can be 
the main breeding and domestication goals. In these cases, 
however, the use of the products should always play  a role. 

The goal of breeding is supposed to be reached with natural 
methods and more extensive care. The conditions for care are 
supposed to correspond as much as possible to the natural 
living environment and the behavior of the goat.

Breeding Organization: Responsibility for the maintanence and 
promotion of the breed has been assumed by the Booted Goat 
Breeders Club of Switzerland. This organization is connected to 
the herd book site for the endangered domestic animal breeds 
of the foundation Pro Specie Rara.

Bagot

This breed was formerly feral at Blithfield Hall, Staffordshire, 
England but has become scattered since
1957.  The breed is nearly extinct. The Bagot goat is one of the 
oldest breeds of goats in Britain today.  It goes back in history 
to around the 1380’s.  This is when it was introduced to Blith-
field Hall in Staffordshire.  The actual date for this is well docu-
mented.  It is likely that the Bagot may be descended from the 
Schwarzhal goat from the Rhone valley. There are many stories 
as to how they got to Blithfield Hall, the most likely one which 
cannot be proved, but the most factual being, some goats were 
brought back to England by the returning crusaders.  Some 
were it seems, given to John Bagot who was at Blithfield, by 
King Richard II.  This was in recognition of a good days hunting 
by the King at Blithfield, in Bagots Park. It is known that these 
goats have been running semi-wild at Blithfield for well over 
600 years.  As regards the history story and the crusades, it 
must be pointed out that the crusades finished around 1100. 
The goats, so the story goes, went to Blithfield around 1380. 
This would indicate that the goats probably went first to one 
of the Royal Parks.  The damage they would have done there, 
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no doubt would have been considerable and the King would 
have been glad to get rid of them to another place where they 
could be enjoyed for hunting.

In 1998 there were approximately 200 pedigree nannies in Great 
Britain. They have no commercial use either for milk or meat.

One popular legend surrounding this breed is if the Bagot goat 
dies out then the Bagot family will die out.

Arapawa Island Goat

 The Arapawa goats are among the few survivors of the Old 
English milch (milk) goat which is now extinct to their native 
England. These animals were brought to the shores of New 
Zealand some 200 years ago aboard Captain James Cook’s 
vessel. They have been roaming parts of the island ever since. 
Left on Arapawa island to breed as a future source of food and 
milk by explorers, the goats came under seige in the 1970’s. 
The goats have been recognized by the Rare Breeds Conserva-
tion Society of New Zealand. Arapawa goats have been sent to 
sanctuaries and wildlife parks in New Zealand and overseas. 
The goats are colorful with distinctive markings and brown 
and black patchwork.

Peacock Goat
Also Known by: Pfauenziege (German).

Origin: Little is known about the origin of the Peacock Goat. 
The first mention of it was in the year 1887, under the name 
Prätttigau Goat. This description is for the most part identical to 
the present outward appearance. Later other names surfaced 
like gray-black or gray-black-white mountain goat, or razza 
naz (Tessin) and Colomba (Bergell). The front body half is pre-
dominantly white with black boots, the rear half predominantly 
black. The inside of the ears and the area around the mouth are 
dark. On the mostly dark rear portion of the body the white top 
side of the tail and the white spots on the thighs and flanks are 
noticeable. The animals wear a thick, mid-length coat of hair 
and are horned. Characteristic are also the dark facial spots and 
the dark stripes from the base of the horn over the eyes up to 
the nose. These stripes or “pfaven” gave the breed its name in 
that a spelling mistake of a journalist (Pfauenziege peacock 
goat, instead of Pfavenziege striped goat) was perceived as 
fitting for this beautiful animal. During the breed cleansing of 
1938 the Peacock Goat was incorrectly considered to be a color 
variant of the Grisons Striped Goat. More recent blood testing 
however could not confirm this assumption. For the near fu-
ture the Peacock Goat  will survive without official recognition 
as a breed and that without any public funding. For a longer 
period of time, however, the danger exists that the breeders of 
the Peacock Goat will increasingly switch to other recognized 
breeds. For the survival  of the breed it is therefore important 
for the Federation to rank the Peacock Goat as equal to the 
other breeds.

Expansion and Characteristics: This ancient mountain breed 
was encountered primarily in the canton Graubünden and in 
Upper Tessin, where it was often put to use as a lead goat in 
Verzasca herds. Today Peacock Goats are spread throughout all 
of Switzerland. In milk production the Peacock Goat is equal 
to most mountain breeds. It produces a good amount of meat 
with modest fodder demands. In Switzerland about 300 Peacock 
Goats are kept.

Breeding Organization: In the canton Aargau the first Peacock 
Goat Breeding Association was founded in 1989. An interest 
society was founded in 1992 with the help of Pro Specie Rara. 
In eastern Switzerland a breeders’ union was founded in 1993. 
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In the canton Bern an association was founded in 1994. More 
recently one exists also in Graubünden.

Uzbek Black
Black wool goats in Uzbekistan were produced as a by-product 
in the formation of the new breed—Soviet Mohair goats. Mating 
of predominantly white first and second generation crossbred 
females with purebred white Angora males  resulted in the 
appearance of 1-2% of black kids.

After 4-5 years, there were already several hundred black wool 
goats; they were gathered into one herd and females were 
mated only to black males. Such mating produced in the first 
year 64% and in the second 74% of black kids; others were 
white, tan, grey, etc. Later, due to positive assortative mating, 
it was possible to obtain 94% of black kids.

The black goats are similar to Don goats in such aspects as fleece 
structure, physical properties of wool fibers and productivity. In 
contrast to Orenburg goats, which have long guard hairs and 
very short wool fibres, Uzbek goats have wool fibers longer than 
guard hairs, except along the spine where the latter are very 
long. Hair is not shed in spring but wool is shed abundantly, 
starting from the first warm spring days when goats pass to 
grass feeding.

Wool is combed out selectively at the time of moulting and, 
as a rule, only once, in mid-March. Average yields per head in 
collective farms vary from 280 to 440 g. While the length and 
fineness of fibres depend on the level and quality of feeding, 
wool yields are actually determined by the time of combing 
out the moulting fibers. Shedding is very rapid and 5-10 days 
delay in combing results in 20-40% loss irrespective of age. The 
extreme limits are 6 and 12 cm (2.4 - 4.7 inches) in females and 
even more in males.

Fiber diameter is within the range 15-24 µm; the average for 
females is 19 and for males 22 µm. In the young, wool is 1-2 µm 
finer than in adults.

The state farm Baisun in Namangan region of Uzbeckistan has 
a goat herd of 10,000 head and is considered one of the best 
enterprises for raising black wool goats. Average wool yields are 
450 g from females, 700 g from males and 600 g from castrates. 
Wool goat husbandry in this state farm is very profitable and 
cost-effective.

Zhongwei

Zhongwei goats are produced only in the arid desert steppes 
of some counties in the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region and 

Continued on next pageUzbek Black Goat
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Gansu Province (China). They live chiefly, if not solely, on salty 
or sandy plants or shrubs. The kids are slaughtered at 35 days 
of age for their pelts, which have white, lustrous staples and 
attractive curls.

Both sexes are horned with the male’s horns stretching upward 
and twisted. The males average 39 kg (85 pounds) and females 
24.5 kg (55 pounds).

These goats also produce cashmere. The males produce ap-
proximately 140 g of cashmere and the female 120 g. The 
percentage of cashmere in both sexes is 25% of the total fleece. 
The cashmere length is 7.0 cm ( 2.8 inches) and diameter is 
12.5 microns.

The Zhongwei reach sexual maturity at five to six months and 
are generally mated at 18 months of age. The kidding percent-
age is 104-106 percent.

San Clemente

San Clemente Island is located off the coast of southern Califor-
nia. It is owned by the U.S. government and used and managed 
by the U.S. Navy. Feral goats, probably of Spanish origin, have 
inhabited the island for several centuries, possibly since the 
1500’s. Later introductions may have come from the mainland 
Franciscan missions during the 1600-1700’s, while farmers were 
responsible for later introductions.

The U.S. Navy became responsible for the island in 1934. Hunt-
ing and trapping were allowed, but in 1972, when a survey con-
cluded that there were 11,000 goats on the island, a systematic 
removal program was begun. By 1980 an estimated 4,000 goats 
still  remained on the island.

The Navy then proposed a shooting program to be conducted 
from helicopters, but was blocked in court by an animal welfare 
group, the Fund for Animals. This group used helicopters and 
nets to capture the goats, then took them off the island and 
found homes for them across the country. Practically all the 
goats were removed from the island in this manner.

San Clemente goats are relatively small, close to the
maximum standard for dwarf breeds. They are a meat breed, 
though uncommonly fine-boned and deer-like. They are horned 
in both sexes. Although the island population once exhibited 
a wide range of colors and color markings, the goats are now 
mostly red or tan with black markings.

Status: RARE. A small number have been registered with the 
International Dairy Goat Registry.
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The selected information above is from the Oklahoma State 
University Department of Animals Science. It has been reprinted 
with permission. For this article, we have selected breeds which 
we thought were interesting. To see the much longer list (60 
breeds listed including the “cashmere breed”) log onto their 
internet web site at: http://www.ansi.okstate.edu/breeds/

Above and below: San Clemente Goats
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Calendar of Events Association Contacts

American Meat Goat Association
W. E. Banker, President,  512-384-2829

Cashmere America Co-operative
Joe David Ross, Manager, 915-387-6052
fax: 915-387-2642
Wes Ackley (Maine) 207-336-2948
Marti Wall (Washington) 360-424-7935

Cashmere Producers of America (CaPrA)
Kris McGuire, President, 970-493-6015
email: krisvadale@aol.com
Membership info: Marilyn Burbank, PO Box 2067, 
Rogue River, OR 97537, email: burbank@cdsnet.net
 
Colorado Cashmere and Angora Goat
Association (CCAGA)
Carol Kromer, Club Contact, 719-347-2329

Eastern Cashmere Association (ECA)
Ray Repaske, President,  540-436-3546
cashmere@shentel.net

North West Cashmere Association (NWCA)
Guy Triplett, President, 541-388-1988
harvest@empnet.com

Professional Cashmere Marketers’ Association 
(PCMA), Tom and Ann Dooling
 406-683-5445
ann@MontanaKnits.com

Pygora Breeders Association (PBA)
Darlene Chambers, President
phone: 541-928-8841, fax: 541-928-0246
email: dchambers@proaxis.com

Texas Cashmere Association (TCA)
Dee Broyles, President
806-489-7645 office, 806-489-7959 home

Wild Goat Women
Debbie Walstead, Chairperson, 719-495-2962

May 22, 1999
Northwest FiberFest, Evergreen State Fairgrounds, 
Monroe, Washington.
Wool show, sale and contest, cashmere fleece con-
test, commercial vendors, livestock and equipment 
sales, demonstrations, spinning classes. Information 
contact: Linda Twitchell, 1305 E. Smith Rd, Belling-
ham, WA 98226, phone 360-398-2778
May 29, 1999
Back of the Wasatch Fiber Festival, Summit County 
Fairgrounds, Coalville, Utah, Featuring llamas, 
alpacas, sheep, stocksdogs and everybody’s favorite: 
goats! More info: Heide Smith 435-649-3856 (eve-
nings).
May 29 - 30, 1999
Sheep and Woolcraft Fair, Cummington Fairgrounds, 
Cummington, MA. Contact: Scott Poitras, 128 
Washington Road, Brinfield, MA 01010.
June 5-6, 1999
Big Sky Fiber Arts Festival (10th annual), Ravalli 
County Fairgrounds, Hamilton, Montana
Workshops, commercial booths, animals shows
Information: Big Sky Fiber Arts Guild, PO Box 74, 
Hamilton, MT 59840, phone 406-363-0338 or 406-
642-6424.
June 17 - 20, 1999
Estes Park Wool Market & Fiber Animal Show
Estes Park, CO. Contact 970-586-6104.
June 18 - 20, 1999
Black Sheep Gathering
Lane County Fairgrounds, Eugene, Oregon
For info: 25455 NW Dixie Mountain Rd., Scap-
poose, OR 97056, 503-621-3063.
June 23 - 27, 1999
Fiberfest ‘99
Lake Farm Park, Kirtland, OH
June 23-25 classes/workshops, June 26-27 fiber ani-
mals/vendors. Contact: Fiberfest ‘99, 8800 Chardon 
Rd, Kirtland, OH 44094.
July 13 - 18, 1999
Crook County Fair, Prineville, Oregon
NWCA cashmere fleece competition and live goat 
show.
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CANADA

GIANT STRIDE FARM
Pat Fuhr
RR #3
Onoway, Alberta, Canada, 
TOE IVO
403-967-4843
email:
giantstride@compuserve.com

LONE PINE FARM
Myrna Coombs
PO Box 863
Onoway, Alberta, Canada 
TOE-1VO
780-967-4583

UNITED STATES

CALIFORNIA

Henry Lowman
PO Box 2556
El Granada, CA 94018
650-225-1171
email: hlowman@
compuserve.com

COLORADO

MARSHALL’S
ORGANIC ACRES
9217 N. County Rd. 7
Wellington, CO 80549-1521
970-568-7941
email: PLCMARSHAL@aol.
com

ROLIG GOAT RANCH
Cashmere Producing Goats
Steven or Ellen Rolig
8435 CR 600
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-731-9083
email:
roliggoatranch@
pagosasprings.net

IDAHO

SHREFFLER TARGHEE 
& CASHMERE
Ken & Loyce Shreffler
589 Center Valley Road
Sandpoint, ID 83864
phone & fax: 208-263-5038
email: loyce@micron.net

KENTUCKY

October Farm III
Dick and Dottie Gould
764 Shacks Branch Rd.
Jackson, KY 41339
606-666-4878
email: octfarm3@se-tel.com

MAINE

BESSEY PLACE 
CASHMERE
Wes and Marilyn Ackley
319  Brock School Road
Buckfield, ME   04220
207-336-2948
email: ackley@megalink.net

BLACK LOCUST FARM
Yvonne Taylor
PO Box 378
Washington, ME 04574
207-845-2722
email: Lance@airs.com

GRUMBLE GOAT FARM
Linda N. Cortright
574 Davis Rd.
Union, ME 04862
207-785-3350
fax: 207-785-5633
email: grumble@midcoast.
com

HARDSCRABBLE FARM
Hattie Clingerman
PO Box 682
Winterport, ME 04496
207-223-4211

MARYLAND

Middletown Farm
George and Barbara Little
8123 Old Hagerstown Rd
Middletown, MD 21769
phone & fax: 301-371-8743
email: glittle640@aol.com

MINNESOTA

THE WINTER FARM
Vicki Biggs
122 Caspers Hill Rd.
Grand Marais, MN 55604
218-387-1913
email: momsuper@boreal.org

MONTANA

CASTLE CRAGS RANCH
Diana Hachenberger
894 Pheasant Run
Hamilton, MT 59840
406-961-3058
fax: 406-961-4770

EDENS,
Dan and SHERYL
1825 Sierra Rd E.
Helena, MT 59602
406-458-5317
email: edensdan@initco.net

J & K Cashmeres
Jim Haman & Kathy Sumter
604 2nd St. S.W.
Park City, MT 59063
406-633-2210
fax: 406-633-9157

SMOKE RIDGE 
CASHMERE
Craig Tucker
Yvonne Zweede-Tucker
2870 Eighth Lane NW
Choteau, MT 59422
406-466-5952
Fax: 406-466-5951
email: smokeridge@marsweb.
com

NEBRASKA

AIRY KNOLL FARMS, 
INC.
Richard & Harriet Jensen
76460 Road 424
Cozad, NE 69310
308-784-3312

HI-PLAINS CASHMERE
Julie and Alex Becker
160482 County Road C
Mitchell, NE 69357
308-623-2627
email: ajbecker@PrairieWeb.
COM

Sandhills Cashmere
Mark and Karen Crouse
Box 595, East Point Drive
Bingham, NE 69335
308-588-6248
fax: 308-588-6236
email: fibergoats@aol.com

NEVADA

ROYAL CASHMERE
Eileen Cornwell
419 Centerville Ln
Gardnerville, NV 89410
702-265-3766
Fax: 702-265-1814
email:cashmere@sierra.net

NEW JERSEY

BLACK FEN FARM
Virginia Hinchman
Kevin Weber
117 RD 2, Rt. 46
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-852-7493
fax:908-852-1336 (call first)
email:blackfen@juno.com

Breeders 
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NEW MEXICO

DOUBLE EYE FARM, INC.
Sanford Bottino
PO Box 218
Ojo Caliente, NM 87549
505-583-2203

OHIO

TAMARACK RANCH
Bob and Ann Wood
12000 Old Osborne Road
PO Box 567
South Vienna, OH 45369-0567
937-568-4994
email: tamarack@erinet.com

OKLAHOMA

Texoma Kids & 
Cashmere
J. D. and Karen Chandler
Rt 1, Box 37
Mannsville, OK 73447
580-371-3167
fax: 580-371-9589
email: jkc@flash.net

OREGON

CASHMERE GROVES
Pat Groves
16925 S. Beckman Rd.
Oregon City, OR 97045
503-631-7806
email: pgroves@europa.com

DUKES VALLEY FIBER 
FARM
Fran and Joe Mazzara
4207 Sylvester Drive
Hood River, OR 97031
541-354-6186
email: FMAZZARA@gorge.
net

FOXMOOR FARM

Carol and Carrie Spencer
1178 N.E. Victor Point Road
Silverton, OR   97381
Phone: 503-873-5474
Message: 503-873-5430
email: foxmoorfarm@juno.
com

GOAT KNOLL
Paul Johnson/Linda Fox
2280 S. Church Rd.
Dallas, OR 97338
503-623-5194
Fax: 503-624-1704
email: goatknol@teleport.
com

HARVEST MOON FARM
Guy and Karen Triplett
63300 Silvis Road
Bend, OR 97701
541-388-8992
email: harvest@empnet.com

HAWKS MOUNTAIN 
PYGORA’S
Lisa Roskopf & George 
DeGeer
51920 SW Dundee Rd.
Gaston, OR 97119
503-985-3331
Fax: 503-985-3321
email:lisa@hmrpygoras.com

HOKULANI FARMS
Cynthia and Karl Heeren
22260 East Highway 20
Bend, OR 97701
541-388-1988
email: hokulani@bendnet.
com

K-T CASHMERE GOAT 
FARM
Kitty and Tom Hanczyk
33758 Totem Pole Rd.
Lebanon, OR 97355
541-258-5857
email: toolguy@dnc.net

MCTIMMONDS VALLEY 
FARM
Janet and Joe Hanus
11440 Kings Valley Hwy.
Monmouth, OR 97361
503-838-4113
email: janhanus@open.org

NORTHWEST 
CASHMERES
Carole Laughlin
21935 SW Lebeau Rd.
Sherwood, OR 97140
503-625-8816

OVER THE RAINBow 
FARM
Deb Miller
95150 Turbow Ln.
Junction City, OR 97448
541-998-3965

ROARING CREEK 
FARMS
Arlen and Cathy Emmert
27652 Fern Ridge Road
Sweet Home, OR  97386
503-367-6698
email:cashmere@proaxis.com

SOMERSET cASHMERE
Julie and Jim Brimble
12377 Blackwell Rd.
Central Point, OR 97502
541-855-7378
email: brimble@cdsnet.net

SUNSET VIEW FARM
Jean Ferguson/Carolyn 
Bowser
4890 Sunset View Ln. So.
Salem, OR 97302
503-581-9452
email: carolbow@open.org

PENNSYLVANIA

SANDRA ROSE 
CASHMERES
Jim and Sandra Rebman
RR 2, Box 279
Palmyra, PA 17078
717-964-3052

TEXAS

FOSSIL CREEK FARM
Norman and Carol Self
1077 Cardinal Drive
Bartonville, TX 76226-2620
940-240-0520
fax: 940-240-7024
email: NTSELF@MSN.COM

WILDBERRIES FARM
Barry Steinberg
171 CR 153
Whitesboro, TX 76273
903-564-9776
fax: 903-564-9152

VIRGINIA

FOGGY BOTTOM FARM
Marilee and John Williamson
Rt. 2, Box 223AA
Buchanan, VA 24066
540-254-1628
email: mhwabc@juno.com

Raney Day Kids
Craig and Lucy Raney
3627 Va. Ave.
Goshen, VA 24439
540-997-1121
Fax: 540-997-1124

STONEY CREST FARM
Anne and Roy Repaske
570 Paddy’s Cove Lane
Star Tannery, VA 22654
Phone/fax: 540-436-3546
email:cashmere@shentel.net

Washington

BREEZY MEADOW  
CASHMERE FARM
Douglas and Roberta Maier
810 Van Wyck Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226
360-733-6742
email: fibergoat@earthlink.
net

BROOKFIELD FARM

Directory

Continued on next page
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Ian Balsillie/Karen Bean
PO Box 443
Maple Falls, WA 98266
360-599-1469 or
360-715-1604

KELLERS KRITTERS
Kay Keller
11030 Grandview Rd.
Arlington, WA 98223
360-435-6123

LIBERTY FARM (NLF)
Cliff and Mickey Nielsen
1505 Nile Road
Naches, WA   98937
509-658-2502
email: Cnielnlf@aol.com

RAINFLOWER FARM
Sue Lasswell
37003 Mann Rd.
Sultan, WA 98294
360-793-9590
email: Rainflower@compuserve.com

STILL WATERS CASHMERE
Moon and Diana Mullins
PO Box 1265
Twisp, WA 98856
509-997-2204/509-421-3107
email: dmullins@methow.com

WALLFLOWER FARM
Dan and Marti Wall
16663 Beaver Marsh Road
Mt. Vernon, WA  98273
360-424-7935
Fax: 360-428-4946
email: cashmere@sos.net

WINDRIDGE FARM
Becki and Jim Belcher
202 Clemans View Rd.
Selah, WA 98942
509-698-3468

Internet listing of these breeders can 
be found on the net at: http://www.
teleport.com/~goatknol/breeders.htm

Breeders Directory
Continued from previous page

MORE WASHINGTON
Reuters News Wire reported in March 
on a herd of cashmere (“kashmir”) goats 
being used by Denver city officials as 
a low-tech weed control scheme. They 
will be using 50 -100 of the fuzzy critters 
belonging to Lonnie Benz-Lamming of 
Alpine, Wyoming. It was speculated the 
sight of goats grazing on weeds next to 
high tech skyscrapers would be a sight 
to see. The goats are an experiment in an 
attempt to replace or at least reduce the 
use of pesticide.

Associated Press reported on a West Bank 
incident last year where a violent clash 
broke out between Bedouin Arabs and 
Israeli soldiers over the confiscation of the 
Bedouins’ goat herd which happened to 
be grazing in the army’s firing zone. More 
than 30 Bedouin were reported injured. 
No report on goat casualties.

Capital Press, a weekly northwest agricul-
tural newspaper recently featured Carol 
Conner, Culver, Oregon resident, and her 
cashmere goat herd. Besides fiber, Ms. 
Conner also makes goat milk soap and 
related items for sale. She also sells goats 
to the meat market.

CNN reported in March, as did the Na-
tional Geographic Magazine, on the 
hunting and destroying of goats on the 
Galapagos Islands. The goats, non-natives 
which were placed on the island by early 
sailors for future food reserves, were ap-
parently destroying the fragile ecosystem 
of these islands. 

UPI in April reported that researchers in 
the US and Canada each claimed to have 
successfully cloned goats. The US group, 
Genzyme Transgenics Corp. of Framing-
ham, Massachusetts named their three 
doe clones Mira, Zeda and Zesta. The 
Canadian group, Nexia BioTechnologies, 
Inc. of St. Anne de Bellevue, Quebec (the 
same outfit that’s working on the spider 
silk from goat’s milk) cloned bucks named 
Arnold, Clint and Danny. Appears that the 
US group may have the edge—at least 
they knew to go for does!

CNN ran a story last year of the capture of 

a rare Snow Leopard in Pakistan. Farmers 
captured the leopard when it was attack-
ing their goat herd.

CNN also ran a story last year about a 
chimpanzee in England that had lost all 
its hair. It was later put on a diet which 
included goat’s milk and the hair grew 
back. (Paul, take note—Ed.)

Associated Press quotes insurgents in 
Nepal as saying in their anti-parliament 
leaflets that  “Parliament is like a butcher 
shop where they display a goat’s head but 
sell dog meat.” We think this is a comple-
ment to goats, but we’re not sure...

Did you know that Secretary of State 
Madeline Albright occasionally wears a 
goat brooch? The goat is the gift of an 
admiral at Annapolis, who sent it to her 
after he read accounts that the brutal 
Bosnian Serb General Ratko Mladic had 
apparently named one of his goats after 
her. (Time) Was this a complement?

Goats in the News
By Paul Johnson
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Buster, the Cashmere Goat. A 
children’s book by Paul G. John-
son, CashMirror’s Ace Reporter. 66 
pages, includes photographs. Suitable 
for read-aloud for young children, 
3rd to 4th grade reading level or for 
brightening the lives of bored adults. 
To order, send $7.50 (includes ship-
ping) to CashMirror Publication.

CashMirror back issues 7/96 - 3/99 
$3 each or a whole dozen for $30. 
Back issues 10/89-6/96 $2 each or 
$15 for a dozen. We’ll pay the ship-
ping. About 2/3 of old issues still 
available. A good reference source 
about cashmere goats and history of  
the industry. Index for 11/89-4/96 in 
May 1996 issue, index for 7/96-6/97 
in July 1997 issue. 7/97-6/98 in July 
1998 issue. Index after that, ask us.

Fake Cashmere, cheap! A little less 
than four ounces. Very white, slick, 
shiny and fake. $5, includes shipping. 
Send $ to CashMirror. No guarantees 
you’ll like it.

Maremma Sheepdog Club of 
America,  Maremma Livestock 
Guarding dogs, PO Box 546, Lake 
Odessa, MI 48849, 616-374-7209. 
Free information and Breeder Direc-
tory.

Classified
 Advertising

Small Dehairer News!
The Pendergrasts’ TrickumHokieEiss
Late breaking news, contained in the Spring 1999 ECA newsletter, Hoofprints, reports 
that THE TrickumHokieEiss prototype dehairing machine is now operational. The pro-
duction model is now in the works and it, or the final prototype, will be demonstrated 
at the upcoming Virginia State Fair in late September 1999. Rosalie Pendergrast said 
that the machine is a table top machine capable of handling single fleeces and is not 
designed to handle bulk fleeces. She emphasizes that this is a personal dehairing 
machine. It is recommended for combed fleeces. 

The Hachenbergers’ DH-2
Steve Hachenberger reports that his small DH-2 machine in now complete (photo-
graph below) and working. This machine is a smaller version of his larger, patented, 
DH-2 dehairing machine. Steve is currently completing tests on the machine. This 
machine is designed to run individual fleeces, either combed or dehaired. As Steve 
reported in late 1997, his plan, after he finishes his tests on the machine is for it to be 
further tested and reported on by Paul Johnson at his farm in Oregon. Steve plans to 
have the machine ready for retrieval by Paul by the end of June 1999.

ACGA
The Australian Cashmere Growers Association (ACGA) is currently pursuing the feasibil-
ity of dehairing their members’ cashmere before sale. After discussion with potential 
buyers, it was determined that there might be a better market for dehaired Australian 
cashmere, rather than selling the raw clip, as has been the Australian marketing pool’s 
approach in past years. The ACGA is currently testing selected dehairing machinery 
with different  “types” of  Australian  cashmere 

Steve Hachengerger’s prototype DH-2. Photo by Steve Hachenberger.
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To subscribe 

Send:	 Name
	 Farm Name (if applicable)
	A ddress with zip code

To:	 CashMirror Publications	
	 2280 S. Church Rd.
	 Dallas, OR 97338

Annual Subscription is only $25 for 12 
monthly issues! ($35 Canada, $40 Mexico, 
$50 overseas).
 
Breeders Directory listing for full year $30.

Display Advertising Rates:
                 
Ad Size	 Price (Issue / 4 mos. / 1 yr.)         
Business Card	 $25 / 100 / 150
1/4 page	 $45 / 165 / 410
1/3 page	 $65 / 240 / 600
Half Page	 $80 / 300 / 730
Full Page	 $150 / 550 / 1,370
Other sizes, options	A sk us

Extensive layout or photo screening may be extra. 
Payment must accompany ad order.

Classified ads 50 cents/word.

CashMirror
Subscription 
Information

The Deadlines:

Articles, photographs, advertising and other 
information submitted must be received by 
the 25th of the month prior to magazine issue 
date. 

If you need assistance designing or laying out 
a display ad, or fine-tuning an article, earlier is 
appreciated.

Northwest Cashmere Association

Membership includes
NWCA Quarterly

Newsletter

Serving northern
California, Idaho, Nevada, 
Oregon,
Washington and
western Canada

NWCA Annual Dues only $25
Cynthia Heeren, Membership Coodinator
22260 East Hwy 20, Bend, OR 97701

541-388-1988, email: hokulani@bendnet.com

Notable Quotes
“Man...must protect his animals from the 
elements, parasites and diseases, and fur-
nish them sanitary quarters and suitable 
rations. Abuse leads to the reduction of 
profit—a case in which money and de-
cency are on the same side of the ledger.”
 
...M.E. Ensminger, Ph.D and Robert 
Behlow, DVM

“Managing senior programmers is like 
herding cats.”
	 ...Dave Platt

“Ten of the 11 cashmere case studies listed 
weed control and pasture management 
among the reasons for running cashmere.”

	 ...Carolyn Gould,  
Executive Officer, Australian Cashmere 
Goat Association (1/98)
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