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Montana Knits, located near the small picturesque town of 
Dillon Montana, just past mile marker seven (which is missing) 
on Highway 41, continues to grow and represent the ultimate 
in value adding for cashmere producers. Tom and Ann Dool-
ing are doing it all—from raising and shearing their cashmere 
goats to the design and manufacture of an impressive line of 
cashmere clothing items which is sold in stores in New York, 
Chicago, Dallas (Texas), Philadelphia, Washington D.C. and other 
places. They also sell goods through catalogs and through the 
internet (at MontanaKnits.com).

The Montana Knits knitting factory is located on the 
Dooling ranch, just a short walk from the small building which 
houses the Montana Knits office. Two rooms house the company 
yarn and finished goods inventory and another room accom-
modates the washing and drying facilities. All other rooms hold 
knitting machines and their operators. The plant is well-ordered, 
but definitely a bit crowded. 

The Dooling Border Collie, Jake, follows Ann on her rounds, 
trying to anticipate her next move in a busy schedule. He also 
keeps unwanted cats out of the knitting factory and is always 
ready to retrieve a stick thrown by anyone on the place who will 
pick up a stick dropped at their feet. Ann does all the designing 
and pattern creation and manages the knitting factory where 
six full-time knitters are employed to fill the backlog of orders. 
The company owns three computer programs for design as-
sistance, but Ann doesn’t like them. She hand-draws all her 
own designs. She has plans for expansion of the dyeing facil-
ity—dyeing is now done in large cooking pots on an electric 
stove in the factory’s converted kitchen.  She also sees a knitting 
plant expansion in the near future. 

Per Ann, marketing of your products is extremely important 
and can be difficult. You can’t just create a beautiful product; 
you need to sell it and competition is keen. Marketing takes 
a lot of time and energy, but Ann finds it fun and interesting. 
You need to do a lot of networking and development of leads 
to complete your sales.

Their cashmere clothing lines continue to expand with 
new styles and designs. The line of baby cashmere clothing has 
always been an excellent seller. A new line of knitted cotton 

Ann at the office

Ann Dooling in the doorway of the Monanta Knits’ office.

Montana Knits—An Update
By Paul Johnson

garments has recently been added. There has been a strong 
demand for these new cotton garments, which are hot sellers in 
the summer months and in warmer climates when the demand 
for warmer clothing might lag somewhat.

Montana Knits competes on an international level, al-
though they are not selling internationally at this time. With 
the ready supply of cashmere items imported to the United 
States, they are always competing domestically with foreign 
products.  Ann notes that there does not seem to be as much 
competition in the baby cashmere lines. When we were there, 
Ann was preparing for a trip to New York in August to exhibit 
at the International Kids Fashion Show.

Montana Knits made national news on Peter Jennnings’ 
ABC news show and on 20/20 (twice) when they were sued 
by French designer Claude Montana for their use of the name 
“Montana.” Montana Knits prevailed and is now free to use 
“Montana” in their business name without fear. When visiting 
with the Doolings, we were finally able to see these recent 
television stories from their video library. They were great! The 
most recent broadcast on 20/20 was a great story line and film 
which flipped back and forth from over-dressed Claude and his 
under-dressed models flitting down fashion show runways fad-
ing away to your basic, down-home, no-nonsense goat farmers 
walking among their herd of cute, fuzzy goats. You couldn’t pay 
to get publicity like this!

Montana Knits will have a new, much-needed, additional 
supply of cashmere from the C2K venture (see story—page 5), 
but will continue to buy cashmere from other producers as well. 

Montana Knits manufactures goods made of: 100% cash-
mere, cashmere/wool blends, cashmere/silk blends and  100% 
cotton. They currently sell beautiful stock and custom-made 
clothing including sweaters (vests, cardigans, slip-ons, turtle-
necks, jackets) socks, bathrobes, dresses, baby clothes, scarves, 
shawls, hats, underwear, blankets, mittens, and toddlers’ and 
children’s clothing.

Montana Knits is a great example of a good idea followed 
and pursued. They have found a market which they obviously 
enjoy. Hard work and investment added to Ann’s creative and 
marketing abilities have allowed them to pursue their dreams 
and provide an inspiration for us all.

I’ll bet they didn’t realize, when they bought home their first 
herd of cashmere goats that they would be selling cashmere 
garments in New York. Maybe one of these days, they’ll even 
get a chance to meet Claude Montana—Or will it be the other 
way around?!
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CANADA

GIANT STRIDE FARM
Pat Fuhr
RR #3
Onoway, Alberta, Canada, 
TOE IVO
403-967-4843
email:
giantstride@compuserve.com

LONE PINE FARM
Myrna Coombs
PO Box 863
Onoway, Alberta, Canada 
TOE-1VO
780-967-4583

UNITED STATES

CALIFORNIA

Henry Lowman
PO Box 2556
El Granada, CA 94018
650-225-1171
email: hlowman@
compuserve.com

COLORADO

MARSHALL’S
ORGANIC ACRES
9217 N. County Rd. 7
Wellington, CO 80549-1521
970-568-7941
email: PLCMARSHAL@aol.
com

ROLIG GOAT RANCH
Cashmere Producing Goats
Steven or Ellen Rolig
8435 CR 600
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-731-9083
email:
roliggoatranch@
pagosasprings.net

IDAHO

SHREFFLER TARGHEE 
& CASHMERE
Ken & Loyce Shreffler
589 Center Valley Road
Sandpoint, ID 83864
phone & fax: 208-263-5038
email: loyce@micron.net

MAINE

BESSEY PLACE 
CASHMERE
Wes and Marilyn Ackley
319  Brock School Road
Buckfield, ME   04220
207-336-2948
email: ackley@megalink.net

BLACK LOCUST FARM
Yvonne Taylor
PO Box 378
Washington, ME 04574
207-845-2722
email: Lance@airs.com

GRUMBLE GOAT FARM
Linda N. Cortright
574 Davis Rd.
Union, ME 04862
207-785-3350
fax: 207-785-5633
email: grumble@midcoast.
com

HARDSCRABBLE FARM
Hattie Clingerman
PO Box 682
Winterport, ME 04496
207-223-4211

MARYLAND

Middletown Farm
George and Barbara Little
8123 Old Hagerstown Rd
Middletown, MD 21769
phone & fax: 301-371-8743
email: glittle640@aol.com

MINNESOTA

THE WINTER FARM
Vicki Biggs
122 Caspers Hill Rd.
Grand Marais, MN 55604
218-387-1913
email: momsuper@boreal.org

MONTANA

CASTLE CRAGS RANCH
Steve and Diana Hachenberger
894 Pheasant Run
Hamilton, MT 59840
phone & fax:
406-961-3058
email: cashmere@bitterroot.net

EDENS,
Dan and SHERYL
1825 Sierra Rd E.
Helena, MT 59602
406-458-5317
email: edensdan@initco.net

J & K Cashmeres
Jim Haman
Kathy Sumter-Haman
604 2nd St. S.W.
Park City, MT 59063
406-633-2210
fax: 406-633-9157
email: JKCashmere@aol.com

SMOKE RIDGE CASHMERE
Craig Tucker
Yvonne Zweede-Tucker
2870 Eighth Lane NW
Choteau, MT 59422
406-466-5952
Fax: 406-466-5951
email: smokeridge@marsweb.
com

NEBRASKA

AIRY KNOLL FARMS, INC.
Richard & Harriet Jensen
76460 Road 424
Cozad, NE 69310
308-784-3312

HI-PLAINS CASHMERE
Julie and Alex Becker
160482 County Road C
Mitchell, NE 69357
308-623-2627
email: ajbecker@PrairieWeb.
COM

NEVADA

ROYAL CASHMERE
Eileen Cornwell
419 Centerville Ln
Gardnerville, NV 89410
702-265-3766
Fax: 702-265-1814
email:cashmere@sierra.net

NEW JERSEY

BLACK FEN FARM
Virginia Hinchman
Kevin Weber
117 RD 2, Rt. 46
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
908-852-7493
fax:908-852-1336 (call first)
email:blackfen@juno.com

NEW MEXICO

DOUBLE EYE FARM, INC.
Sanford Bottino
PO Box 218
Ojo Caliente, NM 87549
505-583-2203

OHIO

TAMARACK RANCH
Bob and Ann Wood
12000 Old Osborne Road
PO Box 567
South Vienna, OH 45369-
0567
937-568-4994
email: tamarack@erinet.com

OKLAHOMA

Breeders 
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Texoma Kids & 
Cashmere
J. D. and Karen Chandler
Rt 1, Box 37
Mannsville, OK 73447
580-371-3167
fax: 580-371-9589
email: jkc@flash.net

OREGON

ABORIGINAL FIBRE
razberi kyan (Pat Almond)
PO Box 899
Mulino, OR 97042-0899
503-632-3615
razberi@teleport.com

CASHMERE GROVES
Pat Groves
16925 S. Beckman Rd.
Oregon City, OR 97045
503-631-7806
email: pgroves@europa.com

DUKES VALLEY FIBER 
FARM
Fran and Joe Mazzara
4207 Sylvester Drive
Hood River, OR 97031
541-354-6186
email: FMAZZARA@gorge.
net

FOXMOOR FARM
Carol and Carrie Spencer
1178 N.E. Victor Point Road
Silverton, OR   97381
Phone: 503-873-5474
Message: 503-873-5430
email: foxmoorfarm@juno.com

GOAT KNOLL
Paul Johnson/Linda Fox
2280 S. Church Rd.
Dallas, OR 97338
503-623-5194
email: goatknol@teleport.com

HARVEST MOON FARM
Guy and Karen Triplett
63300 Silvis Road
Bend, OR 97701
541-388-8992
email: harvest@empnet.com

HAWKS MOUNTAIN 
PYGORA’S
Lisa Roskopf & George 
DeGeer
51920 SW Dundee Rd.
Gaston, OR 97119
503-985-3331
Fax: 503-985-3321
email:lisa@hmrpygoras.com

HOKULANI FARMS
Cynthia and Karl Heeren
22260 East Highway 20
Bend, OR 97701
541-388-1988
email: hokulani@bendnet.
com

K-T CASHMERE GOAT 
FARM
Kitty and Tom Hanczyk
33758 Totem Pole Rd.
Lebanon, OR 97355
541-258-5857
email: toolguy@dnc.net

MCTIMMONDS VALLEY 
FARM
Janet and Joe Hanus
11440 Kings Valley Hwy.
Monmouth, OR 97361
503-838-4113
email: janhanus@open.org

NORTHWEST 
CASHMERES
Carole Laughlin
21935 SW Lebeau Rd.
Sherwood, OR 97140
503-625-8816

OVER THE RAINBow 
FARM
Deb Miller
95150 Turbow Ln.
Junction City, OR 97448
541-998-3965

ROARING CREEK 
FARMS
Arlen and Cathy Emmert
27652 Fern Ridge Road
Sweet Home, OR  97386
503-367-6698
email:cashmere@proaxis.com

SOMERSET cASHMERE
Julie and Jim Brimble
12377 Blackwell Rd.
Central Point, OR 97502
541-855-7378
email: brimble@cdsnet.net

SUNSET VIEW FARM
Jean Ferguson/Carolyn 
Bowser
4890 Sunset View Ln. So.
Salem, OR 97302
503-581-9452
email: carolbow@open.org

TEXAS

FOSSIL CREEK FARM
Norman and Carol Self
1077 Cardinal Drive
Bartonville, TX 76226-2620
940-240-0520
fax: 940-240-7024
email: NTSELF@MSN.COM

WILDBERRIES FARM
Barry Steinberg
171 CR 153
Whitesboro, TX 76273
903-564-9776
fax: 903-564-9152
eamil: Wldbarry@aol.com

UTAH

KANARRA KASHMERE
Ron and Jan Gerrity
PO Box 420186
Kanarraville, UT 84742
435-559-9472
fax: 702-242-9436
email:
GerrityGroup@EMail.Msn.
com

VIRGINIA

FOGGY BOTTOM FARM
Marilee and John Williamson
990 Old Hollow Rd.
Buchanan, VA 24066
540-254-1628
email: mhwabc@juno.com

Raney Day Kids
Craig and Lucy Raney
3627 Va. Ave.
Goshen, VA 24439
540-997-1121
Fax: 540-997-1124

STONEY CREST FARM
Anne and Roy Repaske
570 Paddy’s Cove Lane
Star Tannery, VA 22654
Phone/fax: 540-436-3546
email:cashmere@shentel.net

Washington

BREEZY MEADOW  
CASHMERE FARM
Douglas and Roberta Maier
810 Van Wyck Rd.
Bellingham, WA 98226
360-733-6742
email: fibergoat@earthlink.
net

Directory

Continued on next page
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Have you ever noticed how goat farming and nudity do 
not go together?

You’re thinking about that aren’t you?
As I mention this concept to people the first thing they 

seem to conjure are wild visions of butt naked men straddling 
their tractors plowing through the hay fields. Trust me, this is 
not what I had in mind.

I am referring to the inevitable consequences of ventur-
ing forth in the public arena with a modest amount of flesh 
exposed. Say a pair of shorts in the summer time? Perhaps a 
sleeveless shirt exposing some bare arms? For the non-farmers 
of the world this attire is so common it is without thought. 
However, for a goat farmer to venture forth so scantily clad is 
to risk public scandal. 

If at least 30% of your body isn’t bruised or mangled at any 
given time then you’re not really farming. You haven’t been in 
there wrestling with the grain bins, falling off the hay wagon, 
balancing the gate latch with one hand while fending off 
nineteen sets of horns with other. Face it, if you’re not battered, 
you’re probably raising chickens.

Several weeks ago I attended a small gathering of friends 
and felt it was a safe audience for a pair of shorts (varicose veins 
not included). I hopped out of the truck and within seconds 
the group froze, eyes immediately locked on my legs and then 
quickly turned away as if caught staring at some unfortunate 
deformity of birth. Yup, it was the bruises all right.

The hostess changed from her usual animated greeting 
and quickly adopted an attitude of gentle compassion. “Linda,” 
she  said softly, “are you all right?” Placing heavy emphasis on 
being all right.

“Great!” I replied totally ignorant of what thoughts were 
consuming the group. 

“Oh.” Came the hushed response. Clearly not believing me 
and assuming I was in a state of denial. 

I was a candidate for Oprah.
Unfortunately the following discussion did nothing but 

make things worse as I tried to explain that the apparent bat-
tering was a result of my routine encounters with the goats. To 
a non-goat farmer this concept is difficult to absorb.

I quickly sensed they were devising a way to get me to a 
shelter when I decided to go over each abrasion. 

“See that one right there?” pointing to a lavender burst the 
size of a saucer. “Well that came from tripping over the wagon 
handle while I was carrying a bale of hay and landing on the 
downspout. And this one right here came from wrestling with 
Lulu while trimming her hooves and I accidentally impaled my 
calf with the blade.” And then there’s this one....” I said, now turn-
ing my leg at an angle so they could better view the affected 
area. “This is from the time the girls got into the grain bin and I 
had to pull them off before they ate themselves to death and I 
guess a few horns kind of went flying.” This was a particularly bad 
one and I knew it so I tried to recover by pointing to my shoul-

der blade where a piece of 
skin had been peeled off 
like a fried egg stuck to the 
bottom of the pan. “That 
came from the truck cap 
slamming down when the 
bungee cord broke that 
was holding it up until I 
could fix the hinges.”

I looked at their faces. 
They did not understand.

“Surely you believe me 
now—don’t you?”

Again there was si-
lence.

“Oh yeah Linda, we believe you. But could you explain to us 
again about why you raise cashmere goats? You don’t make any 
money, you’re always fixing fencing, the price of hay costs more 
than your mortgage and now you’ve got a body that would be 
in better condition if you had spent a week riding in the rodeo.”

“So what’s your point?” I replied.
More silence.
I now understand that it is virtually impossible to share 

the rewards of raising goats to anyone not belonging to the 
inner sanctum. If the only thing I have to compromise is a little 
public nudity a few months of the year then perhaps that is 
my contribution towards a more modest race. Do you think 
all those Muslim women are actually goat farmers in disguise?

Goat Farming and Nudity
By Linda Cortright

Grumble Goat Farm

Goat Knoll
Quality, healthy stock

Smelly bucks, nice does, cute kids
Beautiful colors

Open does, bucks and kids available now
Bred does available starting in October
Sale of individual goats or starter herds

2280 S. Church Rd, Dallas, OR 97338
Phone: 503-623-5194, email: goatknol@teleport.com
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The Business of Cashmere Conference V
October 29 - 31, 1999

Ruby’s Inn and Convention Center, Missoula Montna
Sponsored by PCMA, Cashmere 2000, Inc., Montana Knits, Inc. and Castle Crags Ranch

The Conference Includes:
Some of the best information on cashmere anywhere. The 5th 
annual B.O.C.C. conference is 2-1/2 days of workshops and 
seminars, followed by a farm tour of the Castle Crags Ranch in 
Hamilton, Montana. This farm tour will include a visit with the 
famous goat, The Whiting and a demonstration of the patented 
Hachenberger DH-2 cashmere dehairing machine.
Topics to be Covered Include:
Comparison of cashmere to other fibers, spinning cashmere, goat-
keeping 101‑basic goat care and information including ear tags, 
hoof trimming, feeding, management, etc., nutritional needs of 
goats, cashmere dehairing and objective measurement of cashmere 
style, veterinary topics including common diseases of goats and 
advice on when to call your Vet and when to handle it yourself, 
weed control using the bio-friendly goat, video tape showing of 
Doolings trip to the Chinese goatlands, where to find resources 
for goat ranchers and more...
Partial Cast of Characters:
Dr. Christopher Lupton, Texas A & M University
Dr. Linda Kaufman, DVM
Dan Edens, noted goat rancher and weed control expert from 
Helena Montana (and official Varminteer of the MGM)
Julie Becker, Hi-Plains Cashmere proprietress 
Diana and Steve Hachenberger, Castle Crags Ranch
Paul G. Johnson, Publisher, CashMirror Magazine, founding 
father and Head Herder of Mild Goat Men
And there’s more:
Meet and grill other goat owners for experienced advice. Make 
valuable contacts with other serious cashmere breeders. Pig out 
at the banquet dinner, luncheon and numerous coffee breaks. 
Have a great time!

The Nitty Gritty Details:
When: October 29 - 31, 1999, registration 8:00 AM Oct. 29th
Where: Ruby’s Inn and Convention Center
	 4825 North Reserve Street
	 Missoula, Montana 59808
	 1-800-221-2057
Cost: $150 per person paid at the door
Prepaid registration (before Oct. 15th):
PCMA members: $120 (Spouse or second person $100)
Non-PCMA members, $135 (Spouse or second person $125)
Children: $60 (under age 16)
Price includes all lectures, materials, handbook. luncheon, ban-
quet dinner and coffee break goodies. Register early and save $.

Promote your Ranch at the
Rogues’ Gallery

...A new feature at the BOCC conference

Send or bring photos of your cashmere goats. 
These will be displayed prominently during the 
conference with your business card. Maximum of 
2 photos per farm/ranch. Maximum size of photos 
is 8” X 10”. Photos can be framed or mounted or 
not. You do not need to attend to particpate.

Put your favorite goats on the wall for conference 
particpants to see.

Cut on this line

Conference Registration Form

Name___________________________________
___		
Address____________________________________

              ____________________________________

Phone  ____________________________________

Mail with check to PCMA, 894 Pheasant Run, Hamilton, MT 59840

Fees (pre-registration):
PCMA member	 $120	 _______
Spouse/second person	 $100	 _______
Non-PCMA member	 $135	 _______
Spouse/second person (non member)	 $125	 _______
Children (under age 16)@	 $  60	 _______	
PCMA membership (1 yr.)	 $  35	 _______

Total Enclosed		  $______
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To subscribe 

Send:	 Name
	 Farm Name (if applicable)
	 Address with zip code

To:	 CashMirror Publications	
	 2280 S. Church Rd.
	 Dallas, OR 97338

Annual Subscription is only $25 for 12 
monthly issues! ($35 Canada, $40 Mexico, 
$50 overseas).
 
Breeders Directory listing for full year $30.

Display Advertising Rates:
                 
Ad Size	 Price (Issue / 4 mos. / 1 yr.)         
Business Card	 $25 / 100 / 150
1/4 page	 $45 / 165 / 410
1/3 page	 $65 / 240 / 600
Half Page	 $80 / 300 / 730
Full Page	 $150 / 550 / 1,370
Other sizes, options	 Ask us

Extensive layout or photo screening may be extra. 
Payment must accompany ad order.

Classified ads 50 cents/word.

CashMirror
Subscription 
Information

The Deadlines:

Articles, photographs, advertising and other 
information submitted must be received by 
the 25th of the month prior to magazine issue 
date. 

If you need assistance designing or laying out 
a display ad, or fine-tuning an article, earlier is 
appreciated.

Northwest Cashmere Association

Membership includes
NWCA Quarterly

Newsletter

Serving northern
California, Idaho, Nevada, 
Oregon,
Washington and
western Canada

NWCA Annual Dues only $25
Cynthia Heeren, Membership Coodinator

22260 East Hwy 20, Bend, OR 97701
541-388-1988, email: hokulani@bendnet.com

Notable Quotes
(from Montana)

“Agricultural marketing is an oxymoron. 
Ag people don’t always do enough about 
marketing.” 

	 ...Tom Dooling, Dillon, Montana

“Mature guardian dogs are now in de-
mand. There is an opportunity out there 
for someone.”
	
	...Yvonne Zweede-Tucker, Choteau, MT

“For recordkeeping, the goal is to stay 
as simple as possible and still have the 
information you need.”
	
	 ...Diana Hachenberger, Hamilton, MT

Goat mag ad
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